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NEWS  PROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Broadcast  by  Wallace  L.  Kadderly,  Radio  Service*  Thursday,  June  5,  1941,  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  period,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  the  blue  net- 
work of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 
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The  recent  rains  have  pretty  well  broken  the  drought  in  the  eastern  States 
north  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia  —  but  the  rain  came  too  late  to  wipe  out  all  of 
the  effects  of  dry  weather  during  May.   In  some  areas  this  year's  hay  crop  will 
be  far  below  average.   The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  planning  emergency  steps 
to  help  farmers  make  up  for  damage  to  their  hay. 

Yesterday  afternoon  Secretary  Wickard  held  one  of  his  regular  press  con- 
ferences with  newspaper  men  in  Washington.   He  told  them  that  the  Triple  A  program 
in  many  of  the  eastern  states  will  be  changed  so  as  to  encourage  farmers  in 
drought  areas  to  plant  emergency  forage  crops.  The  Triple  A  will  set  up  machinery 
for  officially  designating  drought  counties  in  areas  where  the  dry  weather  cut 
down  prospects  for  the  hay  crop. 

This  move  is  especially  important,  in  view  of  the  effort  to  increase  dairy 
production  as  part  of  the  food-for-defense  program. 

Details  of  the  plan  are  being  worked  out  as  fast  as  possible,  and  official 
action  is  expected  soon — maybe  within  the  next  day  or  two. 


Speaking  of  dairy  production  as  part  of  the  food-for-defense  program,  Secre- 
tary Wickard  has  just  pointed  out  the  need  for  producing  more  cheese  and  evaporated 
milk..  In  a  letter  to  heads  of  department  agencies  which  have  field  staffs  through- 
out the  country,  the  Secretary  pointed  out  that  total  milk  production  is  showing  a 
satisfactory  increase  but  that  the  quantity  of  milk  being  produced  for  manufacture 
of  cheese  and  evaporated  milk  needs  to  be  stepped  up  considerably.   The  increase  is 
needed  to  provide  enough  of  those  products  to  meet  British  needs  as  well  as  the 
needs  of  people  here  in  this  country. 

Secretary  Wickard  said  that  on  the  basis  of  requirements  now  in  sight,  cheese 
production  should  be  increased  about  one  third  and  evaporated  milk  production  by 
about  one- fourth.  Then  his  letter  goes  on  to  say  this:   "It  now  appears  that  there 
will  be  an  outlet  at  favorable  prices  for  all  the  cheese  and  evaporated  milk  which 
can  be  produced  during  the  next  12  months.   The  Department  in  recent  months  has 
purchased  or  contracted  to  purchase  26  million  pounds  of  American  cheddar  cheese 
and  1—3/4  million  cases  of  evaporated  milk.   The  purchase  program  will  be  con- 
tinued." 

The  Secretary  said  that  our  ability  to  produce  the  needed  supplies  will  de- 
pend a  good  deal  on  increasing  the  supply  of  milk  in  areas  surrounding  cheese  and 
evaporated  milk  plants. 
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In  answering  questions  of  the  newsmen  at  his  press  conference,  the  Secretary 
made  it  clear  that  the  problem  is  to  increase  supplies  of  certain  dairy  products — 
that  is,  cheese  and  evaporated  milk- — rather  than  the'  nationwide  total  milk  produc- 
tion.  For  milk,  as  for  other  of  our  farm  products  which  the  British  need,  he  said 
that  the  American  people  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  have  to  do  with 
less.  There  is  plenty  to  go  around,  he  said. 
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Broadcast  by  Morse  Salisbury,  Director  of  Information,  Master- Jv&y~J7?~T$7!kl , 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  the  blue 
network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 
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In  every  State  and  every  county  of  the  United  States  Federal  Department  of 
Agriculture  administrative  defense  boards  have  been  established  by  order  of  Secre- 
tary Claude  R.  Wickard. 

The  boards  will  be  made  up  of  a  representative  from  each  of  the  Department 
agencies  whose  field  services  will  be  called  on  by  the  Secretary  to  help  him  carry 
out  his  departmental  responsibilities  in  national  defense.   The  chairman  of  each 
State  board  is  the  head  officer  in  the  State  for  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Admin- 
istration.  The  chairman  of  each  county  board  is  the  chairman  of  the  county  AAA 
committee.   Secretary  Wickard  pointed  out  that  the  major  part  of  the  Department's 
defense  job  involving  field  work  centers  on  adjustment  of  farm  production,  and  that 
helping  farmers  make  adjustments  in  production  is  the  major  job  of  the  Agricultural 
Adjustment  Administration. 

The  USDA  County  Defense  Boards  are  responsible  through  their  chairmen  to  the 
USDA  State  Defense  Boards.   The  USDA  State  Defense  Boards  are  responsible  through 
their  chairmen  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Secretary  Wickard1 s  memorandum  establishing  the  boards  sets  up  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  State  and  county  boards  as  follows: 

Under  direction  of  the  Secretary,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  State 
Defense  Boards  are  authorized  to  confer  with,  advise,  and  arrange  cooperation  with 
other  defense  agencies  having  State  or  local  offices,  and  to  arrange  for  maximum 
cooperation  of  all  Department  field  personnel  in  defense  undertakings.   Other 
specific  functions  will  be  assigned  to  the  3oards  from  time  to  time  by  the  Secretary. 
While  specific  defense  assignments  also  will  be  given  to  specific  agencies  of  the 
Department,  information  about  such  assignments  will  be  given  to  the  Boards  and  re- 
sponsibility for  seeing  that  Department  field  personnel  generally  is  fully  informed 
and  enabled  to  cooperate  is  within  the  function  of  the  Boards.   The  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  Defense  Boards  are  expected  also  to  report  to  the  Secretary  field 
problems  and  developments  felt  to  affect  the  progress  of  defense  efforts. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  State  Defense  Boards  shall  assign  to  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  County  Defense  Boards  county  responsibility  for 
such  assignments  as  are  given  the  State  Boards  by  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary's  memorandum  also  points  out  that  the  usual  cooperative  rela- 
tions with  State  Extension  Services  are  not  altered,  nor  is  the  normal  functioning 
of  the  Department  agencies  in  effectuating  their  non-defense  responsibilities. 
The  purpose  of  the  action  is  simply  to  create  administrative  machinery  through 
which  defense  responsibilities  of  the  Secretary  and  the  Department  as  a  whole  can 
be  met  quickly  and  efficiently. 

#  #  #  #  # 
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Broadcast  by  Wallace  Kadderly,  Office  of  Information  .Friday ,  July  11,  1941, 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  stations 
associated  with  the  blue  network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 
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The  Department  has  now  completed  the  organization  of  its  Office  of  Agri- 
cultural Defense  Relations.   This  office  was  set  up  recently  v/ithin  the  Department. 
It  is  a  planning  and  advisory  body  which  represents  Secretary  Wickard  in  many  of 
the  contacts  with  other  government  defense  agencies.   The  Office  might  be  described 
as  a  clearing  house  for  considering  agricultural  needs  as  they  relate  to  defense. 
It  is  agriculture's  representative  at  the  defense  round  table,  carrying  on,  and 
in  some  ways  broadening  the  work  which  formerly  was  done  by  Chester  Davis  when  he 
was  Defense  Commissioner  for  Agriculture. 

Secretary  Wickard  already  had  announced  appointment  of  M.  Clifford  Townsend, 
former  governor  of  Indiana,  as  Director  of  the  Office  of  Agricultural  Defense 
Relations.  Here  are  the  highlights  of  the  rest  of  the  administrative  set-up,  as 
.just  announced. 

David  Meeker,  former  assistant,  to  Secretary  Wickard,  will  serve  as  assist- 
ant director  of  the  Office.  Prior  to  taking  his  new  post,  Mr.  Meeker  already  had 
been  handling  defense  problems  for  the  Secretary. 

D.  A.  Fitz Gerald,  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  will  be  chief 
of  the  Production  Division.  His  division  will  assist  in  adjusting  production  to 
meet  military,  domestic  and  lease-lend  demands  for  agricultural  products. 

L.  L.  Needier,  former  secretary  of  the  Indiana  Farm  Bureau,  and  former 
purchasing  agent  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  will  be  chief  of  the  Farm  Equipment  and 
Supplies  Division.   This  division  will  assist  in  securing  priorities  for  agri- 
culture, including  metals  for  farm  equipment  and  for  plants  processing  farm 
products;  chemicals  for  fertilisers,  insecticides  and  fungicides;  petroleum 
products  and  other  materials  needed  to  keep  the  farm  plant  in  good  running  order. 

James  3.  Wells,  Jr.,  now  special  assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
will  serve  as  chief  of  the  Transportation  and  Marketing  Division.   This  division 
will  help  obtain  transportation,  v/arehousing,  packaging  and  marketing  facilities 
for  agricultural  products  and  supplies. 

Raymond  C.  Smith,  who  is  chairman  of  a  Department  of  Agriculture  sub-com- 
mittee on  farm  labor,  will  serve  as  chief  of  the  Labor  and  Rural  Industries 
Division.   This  division  will  develop  and  plan  programs  in  cooperation  with 
existing  agencies  to  assist  in  handling  farm  labor  problems.   It  will  also  review 
and  analyze  requests  for  the  location  of  military  establishments,  and  consult 
with  the  Labor  Division  of  the  Office  of  Production  Management  on  all  labor 
relations  involving  agriculture. 

#   #   #   # 
(Over) 
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The  Office  of  Agricultural  Defense  Relations  already  has  called  attention 
to  the  establishment  of  priority  status  for  most  of  the  requirements  of  agri- 
culture, so  that  the  nation's  farmers  v/ill  he  able  to  carry  on  their  vital  food- 
for-defense  program. 

Farmers  have  a  direct  interest  in  many  of  the  26  essential  industries 
and  services  given  priority  on  July  1  hy  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  and 
Civilian  Supply.  On  that  list  of  26  essential  industries  and  services  we  see 
farm  equipment  employed  in  farming  operations;  food  processing  and  storing;  the 
production  of  chemicals  for  use  in  fertilizers,  insecticides  and  fungicides;  and 
commercial  operation  of  motor  trucks.  All  are  essential  to  the  handling  and 
distribution  of  agricultural  products. 

The  Office  of  Production  Management  already  has  given  priorities  to  steel 
for  grain  "bins  and  to  materials  needed  for  constructing  or  repairing  canning 
machinery  and  equipment.   Secretary  Wickard,  acting  through  the  Office  of  Agri- 
cultural Defense  Relations,  had  laid  the  facts  before  the  Office  of  Production 
lianagement.  As  aid  for  farmers  facing  a  serious  shortage  of  storage  space  for 
this  year's  grain  crops,  15,000  tons  of  sheet  steel  has  been  allocated  for  grain 
bins.  Additional  bins  will  be  made  from  other  materials. 

The  A-2  rating  given  canning  materials  means  that  the  producer  of  canning 
equipment  is  given  preference  for  materials  he  needs.  The  rating  also  may  be  used 
to  speed  up  deliveries.  The  rating  was  given  because  of  a  shortage  of  machinery 
and  equipment  for  preparing  and  processing  the  1941  crop  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
so  urgently  needed  for  increasing  defense  food  supplies. 

ooOoo 

a  significant  milestone  in  the  history  of  the  Production  Credit  Associa- 
tions is  announced  today  by  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.   These  farmer-operated  and  controlled  cooperatives  provide  their 
members  with  short-term  credit  needed  in  carrying  on  farm  operations.   The  first 
association  was  organized  at  Champaign,  Illinois  in  1933.   Today  525  of  them  are 
doing  business  under  the  supervision  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration. 

Recently  the  Newton  Production  Credit  Association. . .of  Newton,  Iowa.... 
approved  a  loan  for  one  of  its  members. .. .Mart in  Paulson,  owner-operator  of  a 
200  acre  farm  near  Newton.  Just  another  loan?  Well. . .yes. . .and  no.  That's 
where  the  "milestone"  comes  in.   This  loan  to  Mr,  Paulson  included  the  two-bill  iont> 
dollar  borrowed  by  farmers  from  these  associations.  Part  of  this  particular  loan 
is  being  used  oy   Mr.  Paulson  to  buy  brood  sows  to  produce  pork  for  the  Food  for 
Defense  program. 

Two  billion  dollars  loaned  by  farmer-controlled  production  credit  associa- 
tions in  the  eight  years  they  have  been  in  operation.  And  less  than  one-half  of 
one  percent  of  that  total  has  been  written  off  the  books  as  "lost." 

ooOoo 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Broadcast  by  Morse  Salisbury,  Director  of  Information,  in  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  portion  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  Tuesday,  July  22,  1941,  by 
the  National  Broadcasting  Company  and  associated  radio  stations. 
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There's  a  new  development  in  the  wheat  marketing  quota  situation.  The  De- 
partment has  announced  that  farmers  who  have  stored  excess  1941  wheat  under  the 
marketing  quota  may  obtain  release  of  stored  wheat  as  soon  as  they  establish  the 
fact  that  they  have  seeded  b elow  their  1942  wheat  acreage  allotments.   The  amount  of 
this  excess  wheat  which  a  farmer  may  sell  without  penalty  will  be  equivalent  to  the 
margin  by  which  he  plants  below  his  wheat  allotment. 

Farmers  can  obtain  release  of  stored  excess  wheat  as  soon  as  the  seeding  is 
completed  and  measured.   Farmers  in  winter  wheat  areas  where  no  spring  wheat  is 
seeded  may  thus  convert  excess  wheat  to  free  wheat  this  fall.   Where  farmers  seed 
their  entire  allotments,  but  actual  production  falls  below  normal,  they  may  convert 
a  corresponding  amount  of  stored  wheat  to  free  wheat  at  harvest  time  in  1942* 

The  new  seedings  provision  is  the  second  such  move  made  in  connection  with 
the  wheat  marketing  quota  program,  Early  last  week  the  Department  announced  that 
loans  on  excess  wheat  would  be  extended  from  April  30,  1942  to  April  30,  1943.  This 
applied  to  wheat  stored  on  farms  or  in  approved  warehouses.  This  permits  the  farmer 
to  store  the  wheat  and  postpone  payment  of  the  49  cent  penalty.  Next  year  it  will 
be  possible  to  market  this  wheat  without  penalty  provided  the  acreage  allotment  is 
underplanted  or  the  producer  suffers  a  crop  loss. 

The  purpose  of  the  penalty  is  not  to  collect  revenue,  but  to  protect  the 
farmers  cooperating  in  the  wheat  program,  to  keep  excess  wheat  from  flooding  the 
market,  and  to  safeguard  the  85  percent  of  parity  loans  which  are  maintaining  wheat 
prices. 

To  review  a  little  recent  history,  wheat  marketing  quotas  were  proclaimed  for 
the  first  time  this  year  in  the  face  of  the  largest  wheat  supply  in  our  history. 
On  the  last  day  of  May,  wheat  farmers  approved  the  quotas  by  an  81  percent  majority. 
More  than  half  a  million  farmers  voted.   Individual  quotas  permit  a  farmer  who 
planted  within  his  Triple  A  allotment  to  market  all  the  wheat  he  grows  on  that 
acreage.  Farmers  who  did  not  take  part  in  the  program,  or  who  overplanted  their 
allotments,  received  quotas  based  on  what  the  wheat  acreage  allotments  for  their 
farms  should  be.  Thus  the  non- cooper at or  can  sell  without  penalty  as  many  bushels 
of  v/heat  as  a  cooperator  on  a  similar  farm.   It  is  the  excess  wheat  which  is  sub- 
ject to  penalty  unless  it  is  held  off  the  market.   The  penalty  is  49  cents  a 
bushel— half  of  the  basic  loan  rate. 

The  two  recent  moves  were  made  in  line  with  the  Federal  policy  to  minimize 
hardship  to  farmers  with  excess  v/heat,  so  long  as  the  proposals  are  fair  to  the 
great  majority  of  farmers  who  did  cooperate,  and  providgd  f.Tiot.  nn  fVmin^i.  [■n»Tniit 
additional  wheat  from  coming  on  the  market. 
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Broadcast  by  Wallace  L.  Kadderly,  Chief  of  Radio  Servicers  Thursday,  July  24, < 
1941,  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period,  National  Farm  gnd  Eome  Hour  over  th$ 
"blue  network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company.  "1  ; _J 
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Agriculture  will  have  its  say  in  consideration  of  priorities  affecting 
farmers. 

With  each  passing  day  that  word  "priorities"  grows  more  important  here  in 
Washington.  With  tight  situations  developing  for  many  metals  and  other  materials, 
supplies  will  have  to  he  rationed  among  industries  which  need  them  most,  and  agri- 
culture has  vital  need  of  much  equipment.   The  Office  of  Production  Management 
recently  formed  defense  commodity  groups  to  consider  how  essential  materials  can 
best  be  used.  Agriculture  will  be  represented  on  these  groups.   The  groups,  made 
up  of  Government  officials,  will  meet  with  defense  industry  advisory  committees 
which  are  now  being  set  up.  The  agricultural  representatives  will  sit  in  on 
meetings  concerned  with  commodities  produced  by  farmers  or  necessary  to  farm  pro- 
duction. 

Top   experts  and  specialists  in  the  Department  are  now  being  appointed  to 
serve  with  the  defense  commodity  groups.  They  will  present  agriculture's  case  when 
priority  ratings  are  being  worked  out  for  any  commodity  which  affects  the  farmer. 

Secretary  Wickard  already  has  approved  some  of  these  appointments.   These  in- 
clude M.  Clifford  Townsend,  who  will  serve  on  0PM' s  over-all  Priorities  Board;  James 
E.  Wells,  Jr.,  who  will  serve  on  a  motor  truck  transportation  group;  and  L.  L. 
Needier,  who  will  join  a  group  dealing  with  steel  priorities. 

These  three  are  all  officers  of  the  Department's  Office  of  Agricultural  De- 
fense Relations.  Mr.  Townsend,  as  you  know,  is  director  of  the  Office,  Mr.  Wells 
heads  the  transportation  and  marketing  unit,  and  Mr.  Needier  is  chief  of  the  farm 
equipment  and  supplies  division.  Other  appointments  from  many  branches  of  the  De- 
partment will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  a  man's  abilities  and  experience. 

Mr.  Townsend  recently  said  that  priorities  and  rationing,  which  may  be  ex- 
pected to  increase  greatly  as  our  defense  program  develops  are  already  affecting 
poultry  and  milking  equipment,  fencing,  steel  grain  bins,  tractors  and  farm  machinery 
generally.  Nitrates,  basis  for  fertilizers,  and  other  chemicals  and  drugs  for 
insecticides  and  fungicides,  may  be  affected  soon. 

Arrangements  for  agricultural  representation  on  the  defense  commodity  groups 
were  made  through  the  Office  of  Agricultural  Defense  P.elations,  which  was  set  up 
in  the  Department  as  a  successor  to  the  agricultural  unit  in  the  National  Defense 
Commission. 

#    #    #    # 

As  defense  needs  develop,  there  is  a  new  accent  on  research.   Substitute 
products  and  improved  methods  can  releave  many  a  threatened  shortage.  Department 
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chemists  have  developed  a  method  of  extracting  a  protein  from  the  soyhean  meal.  As 
an  adhesive  this  protein  is  equivalent '  to  casein,;  ;and  casein  supplies  are  growing 
short.  But  the  adhesive  is  a  necessity  in  certain  defense  industries  and  housing. 
So  the  research  on.  the  :  soybean,  has  ■  oprner  important  .'fruit.  -This,  research,  "by  the 
way,  "began  more  than  four  yea:. 3  ago  when  defense  was  not  in  the  picture* 

At  present,  the  Department  is  exploring  ways  of  increasing  commercial 
output  of  the  soybean  protein  "by  use  of  the  new  process  to  ease  the  shortage  of 
casein  and  prevent  dislocations  in  the  defense  program. 
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Broadcast  "by  Wallace  L.  Kadderly,    Chief  of  Radio  Service,  July  29,   1941,    in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  period,   National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,    over  stations 
associated  with  the  NBC  "blue  network. . 
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A  marketing  quota  already  has  "been  proclaimed  for  next  year's  wheat  crop. 
With  a  record  United  States  carryover  in  sight  for  next  July  1,  and  with  wheat  ex- 
ports still  down  to  a  mere  trickle,  Secretary  Wickard  made  the  proclamation  at  this 
time  so  that  wheat  farmers  could  have  full  opportunity  to  make  their  plans  for  1942 
well  "before  seeding  time.   The  referendum  on  1942  wheat  quotas  will  be  held  next  . 
spring.  The  voting  date  will  be  set  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  1942  crop  be- 
comes clear.  Under  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  no  marketing  quota  can  go  into 
effect  unless  it  has  been  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  farmers  voting.  The  law 
also  provides  that  the  referendum  must  be  held  before  June  10. 

The  marketing  quota  which  is  in  effect  for  the  1941  wheat  crop  was  approved 
by  81  percent  of  the  farmers  who  voted  in  a  referendum  held  May  31. 

Wheat  marketing  quotas,  like  other  such  quotas  under  the  farm  program,  aim 
at  dividing  a  limited  market  fairly  "between  all  growers,  and  to  protect  wheat  prices 
and  income  by  keeping  part  of  the  surplus  off  the  market  until  it  is  needed.  The 
1942  national  marketing  quota  for  wheat  will  be  the  same  as  that  for  1941 — in  other 
words,  the  amount  of  wheat  raised  on  the  55-million-acre  national  acreage  allotment. 
Under  the  marketing  quota,  that  amount  of  wheat  can  be  marketed  in  the  usual  ways 
without  penalty  of  any  kind.  Marketing  of  wheat  in  excess  of  the  quota  will  be  sub- 
ject to  penalty. 

To  get  down  to  cases,  this  means  that  a  farmer  who  plants  within  his  Triple  A 
wheat  acreage  allotment  may  freely  market  all  of  his  wheat,  and  that  a  farmer  who 
overplanted  his  acreage  allotment  is  liable  to  penalty  only  if  he  markets  wheat 
grown  on  his  excess  acreage.  Next  year,  as  this  year,  the  penalty  per  bushel  will 
"be  half  of  the  basic  loan  rate. 

Here  are  the  figures  which  led  to  proclamation  of  the  1942  wheat  quota: 

Estimated  carryover  next  July  1,  (July  1,  1942)  640  million  bushels.  Estimated 

1942  crop,  on  the  basis  of  normal  yield  on  the  55  million  acreage  allotment — 660 
million  bushels.  Those  two  figures  add  up  to  1  billion,  300  million  bushels. 
Against  that,  a  normal  year's  domestic  consumption  and  export  demands  for  wheat  add 
up  to  739'  million  bushels. 

That  is  the  nut-shell  version  of  the  story  behind  proclamation  of  wheat 
quotas  for  1942 — a  supply  far  above  any  conceivable  demand. 

This  year  there  is  an  added  defense  angle.  British  needs,  on  top  of  in- 
creasing needs  in  this  country,  call  for  greatly  increased  production  of  dairy 
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products,  meat,   eggs  and  many  vegetables. ■'  'American  farmers,    as  Secretary  Wickard    •■ 
has  pointed  out,    can  meet  those  demands  fully,   by  raising  more  of  the  products  we 
do  need  and  less  of  the  products  — such  as  wheat  and  cotton — of  which  we  have  far 
too  much  already. 

In  another  move  looking  toward  1942,   the  department  has  announced  the  rates 
on  which  the  soil-building  allowance  will  be  balsed-  in  next  year1  s  Triple  A  farm 
program.     As  most  of  you  know,  part  of  the  payments  which' a  farmer  may  earn  through 
the  Triple  A  program  is  based  on  the  soil-building  practices'  he  carries  out..     The 
soil  building  allowance  is   the  top  limit  on  the  total  ;s oil-building  practice  pay- 
ments that  may  be  earned  on  any  one  farm.     And  as  many,  of  you  also  know,    the  formula 
for  setting  a  farm1 s  soil  building  allowance  is — or  at  least  appears  to  be — just 
about  as   complicated  as  a  quadratic  equation.     This   formula  takes  into. account  the 
different  uses  to  which  acreage-is  put;    each  has  a  certain  weight  in  determining  the 
total  allowance.     3To rtunately  ■  I  can  content  myself  with  reporting  that  the  basis  for 
setting  the  1942  soil  building  allowances  will  be  substantially  the  same  as  the  one 
used  this  year,   and  that  when  the  final  provisions  of  the  program  are  announced 
later  they  are  expected  to  increase  the  emphasis  on  conservation  and  soil-building 
work  oh  individual  farms,  •   ;.\--. : 

In  another  sidelight  on  the  1-942  program  as  it  takfes  shape,  AAA  officials 
say  that  there  will  be .no  acreage  allotments   for  commercial  vegetables  next  year 
and  that  in  surplus  areas,    special  crop  allotments  covering  certain  feed  grains  may 
be  substituted  for  total  soil-depleting  crop  allotments.     These  grains  are  oats, 
barley,   rye,   and  grain  sorghums,   as  well  as  corn  in  places  outside  the  commercial 
corn  area.  .  -      .  '-    ;  " 

Stabilization  of  feed  grain  crops  is  the  idea  behind  this  new  kind  of  allot- 
ment.    Officials  say  that   the  present   supply  of  these  feed  grains  plus  1941  crops, 
is  enough  to  meet  any  demands  arising  from  livestock  expansion.     They  point  out   that 
by  planting  in  line  with  demand  for  feed  crops  farmers  will  be  better  able  to  raise 
more  of  the  crops  especially  needed  in  the  defense  program  and.will  be  able  to  re- 
lease some  of  the  storage  space  that  already  is  so  badly  lieeded.  for  surplus  grains. 

The  Department  is  continuing  its  program  to  encourage  use  of  the  best  prac- 
tices in  marketing  cotton.     Daring  this  marketing  year  payments  will  be .made  on  up 
to  225,000  bales  of  cotton  that  is  produced  in  selected  one-variety  areas,   and"  i 
handled  from  grower  to  spinner  according  to  the  latest  improved  practices.     Steps 
in  which  special  care  will  be  taken  include  ginning,   special  wrapping,   compressing, 
official   sampling  and  classification.     One-variety  cotton  improvement  and  marketing 
associations  within  each  area  will  buy  the  cotton,   net  weight,   from  growers  and 
sell  it   to  either  domestic  or  foreign  spinners. 

The   cooperating  agencies  which  assemble  and  deliver  the  cotton  will   receive 
Federal  payments  of  $2.35  per  bale  for  uncompressed  cotton  and  $2.75  for  compressed 
cotton.      These  payments  will  compensate  handlers  for  extra  costs   of  following  the 
most  up-to-date  marketing  methods. 


-  3  - 

This  marketing  program  will  "be  administered  "by  the  Surplus  Marketing  Admin- 
istration, in  cooperation  with  other  agencies  of  the  Department  and  the  State  ex- 
tension Services.  The  program  is  the  newest  in  a  long  series  of  steps  toward  im- 
proving the  quality  and  handling  of  cotton.  The  work  "began  years  ago  when  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  took  the  lead  in  encouragement  of  one  variety  cotton 
growing  communities.  The  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Chemistry  and  Engineering  have  put  in  years  of  work  in  helping  develop  the 
best  ways  of  classing  and  handling  the  cotton  grown  in  these  communities.  The  idea 
behind  the  whole  effort  is  to  enable  cotton  farmers  to  earn  more  income  by  getting 
cotton  to  mills  in  pure  variety  lots,  and  in  the  best  possible  condition. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

U.S.  Depar;;  Agricuture 

Broadcast  "by  M.  L.   DuMars,   Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration,   Tuesday, 
August  5,    1941,    in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period,   National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, 
over  stations  associated  with  the  "blue  network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 
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Farmers  taking  part  in  the  food  for  defense  effort  can  look  to   the  Office  of 
Production  Management   for  full  consideration  of  priorities   needed  in  expanding  agri- 
cultural production.      Secretary  "tfickard  has  just  made  a  full  presentation  of  farmers' 
requirements,    and  action  already  is  resulting.     Accompanied  by  Director  Townsend  and 
other  staff  members  of  the  Department's  Office  of  Agricultural  Defense  Relations, 
the  Secretary  held  a  long  conference  with  OPM  executives — a  group  which  included 
such  names  as  Knudson,  Hiilman,  Nelson,   and  Stettinius.     The  Secretary  pointed  out 
agriculture's  needs   for  machines,   materials  and  experienced  workers  and  received  a 
good  response  from  the  CPM  group.     Mr.   Enudson  termed  agriculture  a  semi-military 
industry.     Mr.    Stettinius   already  is   setting  up  a  special  unit   to  give   full   time  to 
considering  agricultural  priorities. 

#  #         #         # 

Secretary  Wickard  has  announced  two  new  crop  loan  programs —  for  cotton  and 
for  flue  cured  tobacco.     Both  of  these  programs  carry  out  the  85  per  cent  of  parity 
law  which  Congress  enacted  recently,    and  consequently  the  loan  rates  are  considerably 
above  the  levels   for  last  year's  loans   on  the   two  crops.     With  export  markets  for 
both  cotton  and  tobacco  practically  cut  off  by  the  war,    the  loans,    together  with 
acreage  adjustment  and  marketing  quotas,    are  being  relied  upon  to  maintain  gro'Ters' 
incomes.      Cotton  and  flue-cured  tobacco,   along  with  wheat,    are  crops  for  which 
farmers   still  need  controls.     At  the  same  time   they  are  expanding  other  production 
as  part  of  the  food- for- defense  program. 

Loan  rates  on  1941  cotton  will  run  from  57  to  58  percent  higher  than  they  did 
last  year.      The  average   for  15/l6  inch  middling  cotton  will  be  14.82  cents  a  pound. 
Ihat   is  the  national  average   for  that   grade  and  staple  cotton.      The  actual  loan  rate 
.•/hich  a  farmer  can  obtain  on  his   cotton  will  depend  on  the   cotton's  grade  and  staple, 
uid  also  on  its   distance   from  mill  points  or  ports. 

Any  farmer  who  is   cooperating  in  this  year's  Triple  A  farm  program  may  ob- 
tain a  loan  on  as  much  of  his  1941  production  as  he  wishes. 

The   loan  program  for  flue  cured   tobacco   is  coupled  with  a  program  of  pur- 
chases  for  the  export  trade.      Companies  which  buy  for  the  export   trade  will  be 
authorized  to     purchase  for  the  account  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation;    and 
would  have  the  option  of  buying  the  tobacco   from  the   CCC  at  any  time  up  to  July  1, 
1943.      In  this   way,    the  companies  will  be  able  to  export    the   tobacco  if  and  x^hen 
circumstances  permit. 

Officials  here  are  not  yet  sure  of  the  extent  to  which  the  loan  provisions  of 
the   tobacco  program  will  be  utilized.      Although  some  producers  have  indicated  that 
they  would  like   to  have  loans  available  in  case  a  bad  market   situation  arises,    it   is 
quite  likely  that  not  many  farmers  will  request   loans  if  the  market   situation  is 
satisfactory. 

Another  provision  of  the  loan  and  purchase  program  authorizes   Commodity  Credit 
to  buy  up   to  10  million  pounds  of  leaf   from  the  1939   crop   for  shipment   to  Britain 
under  the  lend-lease  program. 


.  I  I        I    H    W    /A     i-  ■. 


\-M\H  LIBRA 

O  7  RECEIVED 

HEWS  FROM  THEl  DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE  .-  „q  ^)    ■ 

Broadcast   "by  Morse  Salisbury,    Director  of  Information,   Friday,   August   8,    1941, 
-  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period'?  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour- %veT! the '  blue 
network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Comr>any;  L.  .  ■- """" 


About  an  hour  ago     at  exactly  11:00  3.S.T;    the  Crop  Reporting  3oard  issued 
its  August  1  forecast   of  the  cotton  crop.     Basing  its   conclusions   on  current   con- 
ditions the  Board  forecast. the   crop  at   10,817,000  bales.      That's  1  3/4  million 
(1,749,000)    bales   smaller  than  the  1940   crop,    and  nearly  2  l/-2  million  (-3,429,000) 
bales  below  average.  •   This  would  be  the   smallest  crop  since.  1935. 

The  acreage   for  harvest    this  year,    estimated  at  a  little. over  23  million 
(23, 102, COO)   acres,    is   the- 'smallest   since  1895.     Yields   are   forecast  at  224.4  pounds 
per  acre,   2SY1  pounds- -less  than  last  year,  but  19.0  pounds  over  the  10-year  average 
of  205.4  pounds  per  acre. 

3oll  weevils  have  been  unusually  active   this  year,    the  Board  states,    and 
damage   is   expected' to  be  about    double   the  10-year  average.!  loss.      In  interpreting 
reported  condition  of  the  cotton  crop  in  terms  of  probable-,  yield  per  acre,    the  Crop 
Reporting  Board  has  made  allowance   for  probable  loss   from  .the.. weevil. 

The   crop  is  later  than  usual  in  most  sections.      In  Texas  and  Louisiana,  un- 
favorable conditions  prevailed  at  seeding  time  and  the'  crop  is  from  1  to  2  weeks 
late  in  those  States.      In  most  other  States  it   is  from  average  to  about  1  week  late. 

The  Department's  newest    report  on  Federal  Land  Bank  collections   on  farm 
mortgages   reflects   the  general   improvement   in  agricultural   conditions   during  recent 
months.       The  report  covered  the   fiscal  year  which  ended  June  30.     During  that  year, 
cash  collections  were  higher  in  33  states  and  Puerto  Rico,    and  were   lo^er  in  only 
15  states.     The  most  outstanding  improvements  were  shown  in  Georgia,  Alabama,  North 
Dakota  and  South  Dakota.      Complete  pay-offs   of  debt  prior  to  maturity  numbered  near- 
ly 18,500,    an  increase  of  about    one-fourth  over  the  previous  year.     At   the   end  of 
the  fiscal  year  all  matured  installments  were  fully  paid  on  80  percent  of  the  land 
bank  loans.     That  is  3  percent  better  than  last  year's  record. 

tf       #       $       # 

Two  top  rank  officials  of  the  Department  are  soon  going  to  visit  Great  3ritain 
to  get  a  first-hand  look  at  agricultural  conditions  there.   The  two  officials  are 
Paul  Appleby,  Undersecretary  of  Agriculture,  and  R,  M.  Evans,  Administrator  of  the 
Triple  A.   They  are  making  the  trip  on  the  invitation  of  the  British  Government. 
They  will  be  accompanied  on  the  way  over  by  Lloyd  Steere,  who  is  returning  to  his 
post  in  London  as  United  States  agricultural  attache. 

Mr.  Appleby  and  Mr.  Evans  will  have  a  chance  to  see  the  agricultural  end  of 
the  lend-lease  program  as  it  looks  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  Secretary 
V'ickard,  in  announcing  that  two  of  the  top  members  of  his  staff  would  make  the  trip, 
said  that  the  Department  wants  to  learn  as  much  as  possible  about  Britain's  future 
needs  for  food  and  agricultural  raw  materials  and  about  how  American  farriers  can 

(over) 


cooperate  most   effectively  in  supplying  those  requirements.     He  added  that   the  De- 
partment representatives  also  probably  would  discuss  problems   of  agricultural  adjust- 
ments after  the  war. 


The  p_enalty  rate  on  1941  cotton  sold  in  excess  of  a  farm's  marketing  quota 
will  he  7  cents-  a  pound.  .  Lais t  year  the  rate  was  3  cents  a  pound.     As  provided  hy 
Congress  in  a  recent  -amendment  to   the.  Agri cultural  Adjustment  Act,    the  penalty  for 
excess  marketing    ,his  year  is  half  of  the  basic  loan  rate.     That  "basic  rate  this 
year  is  14.02  cen  s  a  pound'i'or  7-8  inch  middling  cotton.      Seven  cents  will  he  the 
flat  penalty  rate   for  all  marketings   of  excess  cotton,    regardless  of  grade  or 
staple.     Officials  hero  point  cut  that  \vhile  the  penaltj^  rate  is  4  cents  ahove  last 
year's,    the  loan'rate  i?.  more  than  5  cents  higher. 

Cotton  penalties,   like  the  penalties  for  exceeding  marketing  allotments  for 
other  crops   for    r'iich  marketing  quotas   are  in  effect,     -i.'ply  only  to  cotton  sold  in 
excess   of  a  farmer's  1941  marketing  allotment.      This  moans  that  a  grower  who  has 
planted  within  his  Triple  A  acreage  allotment  may  sell  all  of  his  1941  cotton  with- 
out any  kind  of  penalty;    and   chat   a  grower  who  has  merplanted  his  allotment  would 
he  penalized  only  if  he-  sells  more  cotton  than  his  marketing  allotment. 
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Twenty  million  bushels  of  government-owned  corn  may  "be  used  in  making  muni- 
tions. -In  response  to  a  request  "by  the  War  Department,  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture has  just  offered  to  make  the  corn  available  for  manufacture  into  industrial 
alcohol.  According  to  present  plans,  the  corn,  which  is  now  owned  "by  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation,  would  "be  turned  over  to  the  War  Department. 

War  Department  officials  have  pointed  out  that  supplies  of  industrial  alcoho 
may  he  at  least  50  million  gallons  short  during  the  coming  year  unless  new  sources 
and  processes  are  developed.  The  20  million  bushels  of  corn  would  produce  just 
about  50  million  gallons  of  alcohol.  At  present,  large  quantities .of  imported 
molasses  are  used  in  making  industrial  alcohol.  If  fifty  S  Ilion  gallons  of  corn 
alcohol  were  made  in  this  country  100  tanker  trips  between 'Cuba  and  this  country 
would  be  saved. 

Secretary  Wickard  pointed  out  that  manufacture  of  some  of.  our.  alcohol  re- 
quirements from  corn  would  free  tanker  space  that  is  much  needed  for  transportation 
of  other  strategic  materials.   He  said  that  the  plan  also  would  make  more  storage 
space  available  for  the  1941  crop.   The  20  million  bushels  of  corn  definitely  are 
surplus  corn.  Feed  grain  supplies,  the  Secretary  said,  are  more  than  ample  to  pro- 
duce the  increased  quantities  of  livestock,  dairy  and  poultry  products  needed  in  the 
food-for-defense  effort. 

f  if  if  ?  f  if  f 

In  addition  to  corn  for  munitions,  there  is  another  new  development  in  agri- 
culture's contribution  to  the  armament  side  of  defense.   Department  scientists  have 
found  a  way  to  make  smokeless  powder  for  big  guns,  anti-aircraft  guns,  and  rifles 
out  of  staple  cotton.   The  use  of  cotton  in  explosives  is,  of  course,  an  old  story. 
But  up  to  now  linters  have  been  the  only  form  of  cotton  used  in  nitrating  the  powde 
Linters,  as  all  of  you  listeners  in  the  cotton  belt  know,  are  the  short,  fuzzy 
fibers  removed  from  cottonseed  after  ginning.   These  small  bits  can  be  suspended  in 
liquid  and  pumped  easily  through  various  processes.   If  longer  cotton  fibers  were 
used,  they  literally  tied  up  production. 

Linters  also  are  used  chemically  in  making  many  other  products,  such  as  some 
types  of  rayon  and  lacquer.  A  shortage  has  developed.   Recently,  so  many  linters 
create  a  demand  greater  than  the  supply.   This  is  where  the  Department  scientists 
come  in.   They  have  perfected  a  machine  that  will  cut  staple  length  cotton  into 
small  pieces.   This  machine  is  much  like  a  giant  lawn  mower.   In  a  single  hour  it 
can  cut  two  tons  of  staple-length  cotton.  A  second  machine  cuts  those  small  pieces 
into  still  smaller  bits  that  are  the  best  substitutes  for  linters.  We  have  plenty 
of  staple  length  cotton.   So  there  is  no  longer  any  reason  to  fear  shortage  of  smok 
less  powder  or  other  materials  made  chemically  from  cotton. 

Or    T    W    t    f    TT    7? 
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'Secretary  Vickard  has  named  the  heads  of  the  four  leading  national  farm  or- 
ganizations as  a  committee  to  work  with  him  on  agricultural  production:  for  defense. 
The  committee,    which  will  meet  regularly  with  the  Secretary  and  other  Department 
officials,    is  made  up  of  James  Patton,   president  of  the  Farmers1   Union;  Edward  i 
O'Neal,   president  of  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation;   Louis  Taber,   Master  of. 
the  National  Grange;   and  Judge  John  Miller,   president  of  the  National  Cooperative 
Council..     Formation  of  the  committee  had  "been  suggested  by  President  Roosevelt  in  a 
letter  to  Secretary  Wickard.  -  In  this  letter,    the  "President  also  expressed  gratifi- 
cation at  the  way  farmers  have  responded-  to  the  need5  for -greater  production,  ;and  .  . 
said  that  farmers  should  have  price  protection  after  the  emergency  has  passed. - . 
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Here's  an  item  of  special  interest  to  corn  belt  peop-ie.     It  comes  from/ 
Puerto' Rico,     That  island  may  jlie  a  little  outside  of  the  generally  accepted  limits 
of  the  corn  belt,   but  it  is  turning  out  to  be  an  ideal  laboratory  for  insect  pests 
which:  attack  corn.     Both  corn  and  insects  thrive  all  year  long  in  Puerto  Rico.     On 
that  island,    eggs,   young  insects  and  full  grown  insects  can  be  found  in  the  same 
corn  field  at  the  same  time.     Agricultural  scientists  Of  the  Federal  Experiment 
Station  and  of  the  University  of  Puerto  Rico  Experiment  Station,    are  trying  new 

control  measures  on  pests  that  infest  corn  on  the  mainland  « especially  the 

armyworm  and-earworm.      The  scientists  say.  that  their  preliminary  findings  are  pro- 
mising. 


■W-t.f  f  t  f 
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Broadcast  "by  John  C.  Baker,  Office  of  Information,  Tuesday-.  August  19,  1941, 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period,  National  Farm  and  Home  tour  over  stations 
associated  with  the  Blue  network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Coi 

— 00O00 — 

The  Department  has  just  announced  some  of  the  plans  for  1942  Agricultural 
Conservation  Program  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration.   Goals  have  "beer. 
set  up  to"  bring  about  more  soil  conservation,  and  at  the  same  time  encourage 
increased  production  of  commodities  needed  under  the  Food-for-Defense  Program  have 
been  made. 

As  in  previous  years,  acreage  allotments  will  be  determined  for  corn,  cotton, 
peanuts,  potatoes,  rice,  tobacco  and  wheat.   Farmers  who  seed  within  their  allot- 
ments will  be  eligible  for  payments.  Rates  of  payment  for  1942  and  all  1942  allot- 
ments, except  in  the  case  of  wheat,  will  be  announced  later.  Wheat  acreage  has 
already  been  set  at  55  million. 

The  1942  program  puts  a  new  emphasis  on  conservation  by  providing  minimum 
goals  for  the  acreage  of  soil-conserving  crops.   In  general,  once  a  farmer  has 
seeded  his  minimum  acreage  of  soil-conserving  crops  and  seeded  within  his  allotments 
for  corn,  cotton,  peanuts,  rice,  potatoes,  tobacco  and  wheat,  he  is  free  to  grow 
such  feed  crops  as  are  needed  for  the  Defense  program. 

Several  plans  for  soil  conservation  have  been  devised  and  the  one  to  be  used 
in  a  particular  area  will  be  determined  largely  by  local  conditions. 

As  you  know,  milk  and  eggs  are  two  of  the  most  important  commodities  for 

which  the  Food-for-Defense  Program  is  seeking  increased  production.  Well,  we  have 

some  encouraging  reports  today.  Milk  and  egg  production  has  been  breaking  records 
this  year. 

In  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  more  milk  was  produced  than  in  any 
similar  period  in  United  States'  history.   Total  output  was  nearly  60  billion  pounds 
This  was  an  increase  of  nearly  five  percent  over  the  first  half  of  1940, 

The  outlook  is  that  milk  production  will  continue  to  go  up  because  the  number 
of  milk  cows  on  farms  promises  to  keep  on  rising.   The  number  increased  three  per- 
cent in  the  year  ending  June  30  and  a  record  number  of  yearling  heifers  is  being 
raised  for  milk  cows  this  year.   In  fact,  it  is  likely  that  the  number  of  milk  cows 
will  increase  for  several  years. 

Egg  production  is  also  increasing.   July  output  totalled  nearly  10  million 
cases,  the  highest  for  any  July  since  1929.   June  production  was  the  highest  for  an; 
June  since  1930, 

These  are  encouraging  statistics,  but  it  appears  likely  that  we  will  need  in- 
creased supplies  not  only  of  milk  and  eggs,  but  of  other  commodities  in  order  to 
meet  needs  both  at  home  and  in  Great  Britain. 

(Over) 
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One  of   the  needs  for  milk  at  home  is  for  undernourished  children.      In  order 
to  help  improve  the  health  of  these  children  and  thus  -to  contribute  to  the  National 
nutrition  campaign,    Secretary  Wildcard  has  sighed  an  authorization  to   continue  and 
expand  the   School  Milk  Program.     Under  this  plan,    needy  children  in  schools   and 
various  institutions  can  have  a  half-pint  of  milk  daily  at  a  cost  of  one  cent. 

In  the  last   school  year  some  800,000  children  who  otherwise  don't   get   enough 
milk  were  eligible  to  receive  a  glass  of  milk  each  day  for  a  penny.     The  program 
operated  in  nine   cities,    including  New  York,    Chicago,    Boston  and  St.    Louis.      The 
new  authorization  will  make  it  possible   to   expand  the  program   to   other  cities  and 
towns. 


#  W  #  t  f  t  t  f 
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Broadcast  in  the  Department   of  Agriculture  portion  of  the  National  Parm  and 
Home  Hour  Friday,  August  22,   1941,    by  Wallace  L.   Kadderly,  Office  of  Information* 
Nathan  Koenig,   Surplus  Marketing  Administration;   and  Jack  Towers,  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service,   over  the  Blue  Network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

— ooOoo — 

KADDERLY: 

And  in  Washington  —  news  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture news  of 

farm  machinery,  potatoes  and  corn. 

A  "broad  plan  was  announced  today  "by  the  Office  of  Production  Management  which 
directly  affects  farmers  and  producers  of  farm  machinery.     The  plan  is  designed  to 
speed  the  production  of  new  farm  equipment  and  facilitate  the  maintenance  of 
machinery  already  in  use  on  farms. 

The  plan  is  known  as  the  Parm  Machinery  and  Equipment  Rating  Plan.     It   in- 
volves  two  preference  rating  orders.     One  order  assigns  a  defense  rating  to  de- 
liveries of  materials  needed  to  produce  parts  required  in  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  existing  farm  equipment. 

The  other  order  assigns  the  highest  civilian  rating  to  deliveries  of  materials 
to  a  manufacturer  who  needs  them  for  production  of  new  farm  machinery. 

The  priorities  are  an  outgrowth  of  a  meeting  held  earlier  this  month.     At 
that  meeting  Secretary  Wickard  and  Director .  Towns end  of  the  Department's  Office  of 
Agricultural  Defense  Relations,  pointed  out  Agriculture's  needs  for  machines  and 
materials  to  0PM  executives,   including  Knudsen,  Hillman,  Nelson  and  Stettinius.     At 
that    time  Mr.  Knudsen  termed  agriculture  a  semi-military  industry.     Since  then  the 
Department's  Office  of  Agricultural  Defense  Relations  has  continued  to  work  on  the 
subject  of  priorities  with  0PM. 

In  the  meantime,   representatives  of  the  Department  were  appointed  to  various 

commodity  groups  of  0PM the  groups  that  make  recommendations  on  priorities  which 

would  affect  agriculture. 

The  issuance  of  preference  rating  orders  affecting  farmers  means  that  full 
consideration  is  "being  given  to  agriculture's  needs.     There  is  widespread  recog- 
nition that  the  Pood- for- Defense  Program  is  a  vital  part  of  the  whole  defense  effort 
and  that  it  must  not  he  neglected. 

— o— 

Now  —  for  the  potato  news.     Here's     Nathan  Koenig  of  the  Surplus  Marketing 
Administration. 

KOENIG: 

Growers  and  handlers  of  late  potatoes  in  the  western  part  of  the  country  are 
taking  positive  steps  to  improve  their  marketing  conditions.  They  are  doing  this 

(OVER) 


-  2  - 

through  marketing  agreement  programs  "being  worked  out  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture in  cooperation  with  potato  producers  and  others  in  the  industry. 

So  far  marketing  agreement  programs  are  in  various  stages  of  development  for 
six  different  producing  areas  in  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  The  most 
recent  move  was  made  yesterday,  when  the  Department  of  Agriculture  tentatively 
approved  marketing  agreements  which  would  regulate  shipments  from  two  western  areas. 
One  of  these  programs  would  apply  to  eleven  potato  growing, counties  in  Nebraska  and 
six  counties  in  Wyoming.  The  other  would  apply  to  the  eight  leading  potato  growing 
counties  of  Washington.  Daring  the  first  two  weeks  of  September,  growers  in  the 
Nebraska,  Wyoming  and  Washington  areas  will  vote  in  a  referendum  on  the  issuance  of 
an  order  while  a  marketing  agreement  will  "be  submitted  to  handlers  for  their  sig- 
nature. 

Here  are  the  other  four  western  areas  where  potato  marketing  agreements  are 
"being  worked  out. 

First  -  the  State  of  Colorado. 

Second  -  34  counties  in  Idaho  andon*  county  in  Oregon. 

In  the  Colorado,  Idaho  and  Oregon  areas  it  is  expected  that  the  agree- 
ments will  soon  be  put  into  effect.  The  industry  already  has  taken  action  in  these 
areas. 

The  third  western  potato  growing  area  covers  two  California  and  3  Oregon 
counties. 

And  the  fourth  includes  the  States  of  North  Dakota,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan. 

Hearings  for  the  California  -  °regon  counties  and  the  four  North  Central 
States  were  completed  within  the  last  two  weeks. 

All  of  the  six  potato  marketing  agreement  programs  considered  so  far  this 
season  are  similar.  They  provide  for  regulating  the  grades  and  sizes  of  potatoes 
shipped  so  as  to  prevent  the  movement  of  culls  and  to  adjust  supplies  more  nearly 
in  keeping  with  market  requirements.  By  regulating  the  grade  and  size  of  potatoes 
shipped  and  preventing  the  shipment  of  culls,  returns  to  producers  may  be  improved 
and  consumers  are  assured  of  better  quality  potatoes  for  the  money  they  spend. 

Altogether  the  six  areas  for  which  marketing  agreement  programs  are  now  being 
worked  out  include  11  States.  These  States  produce  nearly  half  of  the  late  potatoes 
grown  in  this  country.  Recent  inquiries  and  requests  from  other  major  sections 
growing  late  potatoes  indicate  the  possibility  that  marketing  agreements  and  orders 
may  operate  to  improve  selling  conditions  for  nearly  three-quarters  of  the  late 
potatoes  produced  in  the  United  States. 

__0— 
KADDERLY: 

Yesterday  afternoon  at  exactly  3  o'clock  the  Department  of  Agriculture  re- 
leased a  special  corn  crop  report  covering  prospects  in  the  12  Corn  Belt  States  and 
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2  other  States,  Kentucky  and  Pennsylvania.  Jack  Towers  will  give  us  the  highlights 
of  this  special  corn  crop  report.  All  right,  Jack. 

TOWERS : 

In  the  Corn  Belt,  the  corn  crop  doesn't  look  quite  so  good  as  it  did  on  the 
first  of  August,  when  crop  reporters  in  these  14  states  indicated  a  crop  of  just 
under  2  "billion  "bushels  —  Now  they  have  lowered  their  estimate  to  a  little  over 
one  and  three  quarters  billion  "bushels.  The  new  estimate  is  based  on  conditions  as 
of  August  15.  That's  a  drop  for  the  Corn  Belt  of  about  110  million  bushels. 

KADBERLY: 

What  caused  that  much  drop  in  only  15  days? 

TOWERS: 

Hot  weather,  Wallace.   Corn  loves  hot  weather  but  not  long  periods  of  hot 
dry  weather.  And  the  first  couple  weeks  of  August  were  both  hot  and  dry.  The  Belt 
has  had  a  few  rains  since,  but  generally  it's  still  very  dry.   Corn  prospects 
dropped  the  most  in  Michigan  and  Indiana.  And  the  other  states  suffered  to  some 
extent — all  but  Kansas,  Minnesota,  and  North  Dakota. 

But  in  spite  of  the  drop  in  the  prospects  of  the  corn  crop  in  the  Corn  Belt, 
we'll  probably  still  top  last  year's  corn  production  both  in  the  Corn  Belt  and  for 
the  nation  as  a  whole. 

KADBERLY: 

How  much  corn  will  the  United  States  raise  this  year? 

TOWERS: 

Probably  close  to  2  and  a  half  billion  bushels.  So,  Wallace,  it  looks  as 
though  1941  will  still  be  a  good  corn  year. 

'if  ff   'if   if   '~f    rr  'if 
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Four   regional  agricultural  conferences,    representing  every   state   in  the 
Union,   will  "be  held  in  September  to   lay  plans  for  food  production  next  year.      The 
chief  object  of   the  meetings  will  "be    to   assure    sufficient  food  production  in  1942, 
not  only  for  our  own  population,   "but  also    for  other  countries   resisting  agression. 

Secretary  Wickard  plans   to   attend  all  four  conferences.      The   first  will  be 
held  in  Salt  Lake  City  on   September  15th  and  16th,    the    second  in  Chicago,    September 
18th  and  19th,    the    third  in  New  York  City,   on  the  24th  and  25th,   and  the  fourth  in 
Memphis,    Tennessee,    on  the  29th  and  30th. 

In  these  conferences  every  State  will  have  an  opportunity  to  help   in  lay- 
ing plans  for  carrying  out  agriculture's  part  in  National  Defense.      Among  those 
expected  to   attend  will  be   representatives  of  the  USDA,    farm  organizations,    State 
Agricultural  Planning  Committees,    and  State   USDA  Defense  Boards. 

#  #     #     #     # 

The  Department  announced  a  new  purchase  program  today.     As   soon  as  possible 
after  September  the  USDA  will  buy  apples  for  distribution  in  fresh  form.      Later 
the   Department  plans  to   launch  a  supplementary  program   to  buy  apples  for  drying. 
The   two  programs  are  designed  to  offset    the  loss  of  export  markets  for  fresh  apples. 
Before   the  outbreak  of   the  present  war  exports  of  apples  averaged  10  million 
bushels  annually. 

Purchases  will  be  made  from  growers,    growers  associations  and  their  agents 
at  prices  around  one   dollar  per  packed  bushel  basket   for  leading  varieties.      The 
prices  are    subject  to   change   in  accordance  with  market  conditions.      As   in  previous 
apple  buying  programs,   purchase  allotments  will  be  handled  by  State  and  local  com- 
mittees of  growers. 

The  apples,    like  all  foodstuffs  bought  by  the   Department,    can  be   distributed 
to  public  aid  families,    school  lunches,    the  Red  Cross,    or  transferred  to  other 
countries  under   the  Lend-Lease  Act. 

#  #     #     #     # 
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Broadcast  by   Wallace  L.   Kadderly,    Chief  of  Radio   Service,   Friday,   August   29, 
1941   in   the  Department    of  Agriculture  period,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over 
tha-  blue  network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

— ooOoo — 

as  part  of  the  general  program  to  promote  good  relations  among  the  various 
nations  of  the  'western  Hemisphere  the  Department  of  Agriculture  will  shortly  make 
a  survey  of  agricultural  resources  in  Peru. 

The  survey  will  bo  made  by  B.  R.  Robinson  and  B.  Y.  Morrison  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry  and  Francis  A.  Thurber,  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry 
and  Engineering.  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Morrison  are  leaving  for  Peru  today. 
Dr.  Thurber  is  already  in  South  America  where  he  has  been  studying  technical 
methods  used  in  processing  agricultural  products  in  Argentina,  Brazil  and  Chile. 

The  survey  is  being  made  at  the  request  of  the  Peruvian  Government  and  will 
be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department's  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Rela- 
tions.  It  is  the  eighth  such  survey  to  be  undertaken  in  Latin  American  countries. 
The  purpose  of  surveys  of  this  kind  is  to  help  develop  Latin  American  sources  of 
tropical  products  which  are  not  grown  commercially  in  the  United  States. 

#  #  #  #  # 

A  pilot  plant  which  may  eventually  be  of  great  value  particularly  to  farmers 
is  in  final  stages  of  construction  in  Peoria,  Illinois.   It  is  being  built  at  the 
Department's  Northern  Regional  Research  Laboratory  in  Peoria  for  use  in  large-scala 
testing  of  processes  for  production  of  motor  fuel  from  farm  products. 

Promising  methods  for  obtaining  motor  fuel  from  farm  products  have  been 
developed  in  the  Northern  regional  laboratory  and  elsewhere.  And  Department 
chemists  say  that  the  new  pilot  plant,  once  it  is  put  into  operation,  may  be  able 
to  tell  an  interesting  story.   The  first  work  in  the  plant  will  be  on  corn. 
Later,  sweet  potatoes,  white  potatoes,  wheat  and  other  carbohydrate  crops  will 
be  subjected  to  rigorous  tests  to  determine  their  value  as  sources  of  fuel. 

Dr.  Henry  G.  Knight,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and 
Engineering,  says  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  push  this  research  because  of 
the  important  role  of  motor  fuel  in  industry.   Laboratory  research  has  been  turned 
in  this  direction  in  the  past.   Now  it  is  being  intensified  to  keep  pace  v/ith 
defense  requirements  and  to  develop  economical  motor  fuels  from  farm  crops  and 
was  te  s . 

#  #  #  #  # 
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Attention  here  in  the  Department  is  centering  these  days  on  the  farm  uro- 
gram for  1342.   More  food  for  defense  is  the  chief  aim — larger  supplies  than 
ever  before  for  use  in  this  country  so  that  the  nation  will  be  better  nourished, 
and  other  additional  supjolies  for  Great  Britain  or  perhaps  other  countries  re- 
sisting agression. 

Department  experts  in  various  fields  are  just  winding  up  a  study  of  what 
the  probable  needs  will  be,  and  how  much  farm  production  will  be  required  to 
meet  those  needs.   Milk  and  eggs,  and  some  fruits  and  vegetables  appear  to  be 
the  products  in  which  the  greatest  increases  will  be  needed.  Farmers  still  will 
need  to  cut  down  on  the  former  great  export  crops  for  which  foreign  markets  have 
been  lost,  or  nearly  lost. 

2he  1S42  farm  program  will  be  fitted  to  the  new  situation.   It  will  con- 
tinue to  help  farmers  hold  down  their  cotton,,  wheat  and  tobacco  acreage;  but 
will  give  every  possible  encouragement  to  increasing  production  along  many  other 
lines.   IText  year  the  main  emphasis  on  adjustment  will  be  up,  not  do'-ui. 

Secretary  aickard  is  scheduled  to  make  a  talk  next  Monday  in  the  Farm  -and 
Home  hour,  and  in  that  speech  he  is  expected  to  give  the  main  outlines  of  the 
new  plans  for  next  year's  program.   Details  of  the  new  program  will  be  worked 
out  this  month  at-  a  series  of  four  regional  conferences,  "he  first  of  these 
will  open  September  15  at  Salt  Lake  City. 

#  #  # 

~he  Department   is   continuing  to  buy  farm  products  which  can  be  used 
either  in  this   countr-"-  or  shipped  to  Britain  under  the  lend-lease  program.      Here 
are  a  few  of   the  items  on  last  week's  list  of  purchases:    over  16  million  pounds 
of  pork  products;    9  million  pounds  of  lard;    2  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs  and 
390   thousand  pounds  of  frozen  eggs;    nearly  a  million  pounds   of  dry  skim  rail::, 
and  half  a  million  cases  of  evaporated  milk. 

#  f     # 

The  poultry  industry  is  entering  upon  a  campaign  to  conserve  aluminum, 
and  in  return  has  been  granted  priorities  for  the  small  additional  amounts  of 
aluminum  which  it  will  need.   The  official  State  agencies  which  cooperate  with 
the  Department  in  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  are  asking  poultry  breed- 
ers, commercial  hatcheries  and  poult ry  marketing  agencies  to  save  and  return  all 
used  aluminum  wing  and  leg  bands,   These  salvaged  bands  will  be  reprocessed  into 
new  wing  bonds  for  future  use. 

As  most  of  the  chicken-wise  members  of  this  audience  know,  wing  bands  are 
placed  on  on'oy   chicks  at  hatching  time  with  numbers  which  show  the  chicks1  par- 
entage.  .The  leg  bands  are  placed  on  mature  birds.   Poultry  producers  use  these 
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identifying  bands  in  keeping  records  of  pedigree  breeding,  progeny  testing,  and 
pullorum  control. 

The  Department's  Poultry  Committee  has  reported  that  the  industry  can  use 
substitutes  for  the  usual  leg  bands,  but  that  no  substitutes  have  been  found  for 
aluminum  wing  bands.   Bat  by  salvaging  old  bands  and  using  substitute  leg  bands, 
the  industry  believes  it  can  get  along  with  -about  11  thousand  pounds  of  extra 
aluminum  this  year,  instead  of  the  150  thousand  pounds  used  last  year.   The  Of- 
fice of  Production  Management  has  ruled  that  poultrymen  may  have  their  needed  11 
thousand  pounds  out  of  the  nation'  s  scarce  aluminum  supply.  0PM  pointed  out  that 
eggs  are  one  of  the  most  important  defense  foods,  and  that  the  best  methods  of 
management ,  breeding  and  feeding  are  needed  to  bring  about  the  maximum  increase 
in  production. 

#  #  # 

The  nation's  big  game  population  is  going  up.      In  the  National  Forests, 
where  about   one  third  of   the   country's  big  game  animals  live   the  latest   census 
taken  by  the  forest   Service   shows  that    the  big  game  population  now  totals  2 
million  100   thousand  head,    a  9  percent   gain  over  the  previous  year.      In  1P24  the 
total  was   SS3  thousand. 

Deer  are  in  the  great  majority;    there  were  1  million  800   thousand  of  them, 
or  nearly  £5  percent  of  the  total.      3lk  came   second  with  154  thousand,    and  black 
bear  next,    with  63  thousand.      The  other  large   forest  residents  were  antelope, 
mountain  goat,    bighorn,   moose,   peccary,    grizzly  bear  and  Alaska  brown  bear,    and 
wild  boar.     A  few  wild  boar  were   introduced  from  Europe  a  few  years   ago   by  sports- 
men.     There  are  now  7S0  boar  in  the  National  Porests,    divided  between  the   southern 
Appalachians   and  California.      A  back-to-nature  note  was   sounded  in  reports  from 
two  of  the  forest   regions  which  said  that   about   32  thousand  wild  house  cats  now 
are  roaming   the  forests. 

The  continuing  increase  in  the  number  of  big  game,    encouraging  as   it  is, 
nevertheless  is  bringing  its   o^n  new  set   of  problems.      As   the  Porest   Service    report 
points  out,    game   refuges  no   longer  are  a  cure-all  for  problems  of  wildlife 
manage  lent.      Some  areas  are  getting  a  greater  animal  population  than  they  can 
support  properly.      Beasts  of  prey  are   taking  a  great   toll   in  other  crowded  areas. 
As  a  result    state  and  federal  game  officials  aore  and  more  are  tending  toward 
more  flexible  management,    varying  hunting  limitations  in  line  ^dth  the   feeding 
capa.city  of  ranges. 
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Now  that  Secretary  Wickard  has  opened  the  campaign  for  greater  food  pro- 
duction in  1942,  attention  here  centers  on  the  next  step — the  four  regional  con- 
ferences on  agricultural  defense  efforts.  At  these  meetings  farmers  and  farm 
leaders  will  work  out  the  details  of  how  the  production  goals  can  be  met  and  will 
discuss  the  other  ways  in  which  farmers  can  play  their  full  part  in  the  national  de- 
fense program.  The  first  of  the  conferences  will  open  next  Monday,  in  Salt  Lake 
City. 

I'm  sure  that  many  of  you  heard  the  Secretary's  talk  yesterday  when  he 
announced  the  campaign.   He  laid  down  the  agricultural  production  goals  for  im- 
proving nutrition  in  this  country  and  for  sending  food  to  the  nations  now  on  the 
front  line  in  the  battle  for  democracy.  Although  these  goals  call  for  sharp  re- 
ductions in  some  crops  they  call  for  great  increases  in  many  other  products — milk 
most  of  all.  To  reach  the  goals,  farmers  must  raise  more  than  they  ever  raised  in  a 
single  year  before. 

Here  are  a  few  of  the  actual  goals  that  were  announced  here  yesterday  after- 
noon, at  about  the  time  the  Secretary  was  speaking.   The  1942  production  goal  for 
milk  is  125  billion  pounds,  compared  with  an  average  of  less  than  107  billion  for 
the  five  years  which  ended  with  1940.  Next  year's  goal  for  eggs  is  4  billion  dozen, 
compared  with  3  billion,  400  million  for  the  five  year  period.   In  round  numbers  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  would  be  from  63  million  for  the  1936- 
1940  period  to  79  million. 

To  me,  one  of  the  most  interesting  points  in  the  Secretary's  talk  was  its 
challenge  to  the  ingenuity  and  determination  of  American  farmers.  He  said  frankly 
that  there  won't  be  as  much  new  farm  machinery  as  farmers  will  want — for  the  short- 
age of  metals  and  other  materials  is  very  close  upon  us  now,  even  though  up  to  now 
supplies  already  manufactured  have  kept  farmers  from  actually  feeling  the  shortage. 
Also  shortages  of  fertilizers  and  spray  materials  and  bagging  are  likely.  And  farm 
labor  will  not  be  as  available  as  in  the  past  few  years.  But  in  spite  of  these 
real  obstacles,  Secretary  Wickard  said  that  he  is  sure  that  American  farmers  will 
reach  the  goals. 
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The   first  of  the  four  big  regional  meetings  for  planning  agriculture's 
part  next  year  in   the  national  defense  program  opens  next  Monday  in   Salt  Lake 
City.      Secretary  Wickard  has  been  on   the  West  Coast  for  a  few  days.      He  will  be 
in   Salt  Lake   City  to  make    the  key  address  at   the  opening  day  of   this  conference. 
The   Secretary  is  expected  to   go  more   fully  into    some  of   the   important  points 
which  he  merely  had  time    to  mention  when  he   talked  to  Farm  and  Home  Hour  listeners 
last  Monday  in  opening  the  campaign  for  greater  food  production  in   1942.      In 
addition   to    the   questions  of  how  much  more  food  will  be  needed  for   improving 
diets  in   this  country  and  how  much  we  need  to   send  to    the  nations  actually  on 
the  firing  line   in   the  battle  against  aggression,    there  comes  the   important  practi 
cal  question  of  how  farmers  can  best  reach   the  production  goals.      Next  year  farm 
labor  and  equipment,    as  well  as  many  kinds  of  fertilizer  and  insecticide  will  be 
much  harder   to   get   than  they  have  been  for  a  long  time.      Farmers  and  farm  leaders 
of   the  western   states  will  work  with  Department  officials  at  the   two   day  meeting 
to  plan   the  best  nays   to   overcome   the  obstacles. 

Before   Secretary  Wickard  returns   to  his  office  here  he  will  attend  the 
regional  conference   in   Chicago  which   starts  on   Thursday  of  next  week.      Soon  after 
he   gets  back   to  Washington,    he  will  again  leave   to   go    to   the  regional  conferences 
which  will  be  held  in  New  York  and  Memphis  later  this  month. 

###### 

Meanwhile,    to  maintain   lend-lease  aid  to  nations  fighting  Hitler,   as  well 
as  for  domestic  use,    the   Department  keeps  pushing  ahead  with  its  food  purchases. 
In  its  latest  report,    covering  amounts  bought   last  week,    the   Department   lists 
16  million  pounds  of  pork,    either  cured  or  canned,    and  almost  8  million  pounds 
of   lard.      Other   large  purchases  on  the    list  were   dried  eggs — nearly  1  million, 
300  thousand  pounds,    about   5-1/4  million  pounds  of  cheese  and  about  a  million 
pounds  of  dry  skim  milk. 

###### 

Well   over  100  million  bushels  of   this  year's  wheat  crop  now  have  moved 
into   the   1941  loan.      The   Department  has   just  issued  a  report  on  wheat  loan 
operations   through  August   30.      At   that    time,    the   records   show,    over  116  million 
bushels  of  1941  wheat  already  had  gone  under  loan.      The  average   loan   rate  was 
$1.01  a  bushel.      That  was   the  average   at  warehouse   locations  after  farmers  had 
paid  transportation  charges  from  the  areas  where   the  wheat  was  grown.      A  little 
under  10  million  of   the    total  116  million  bushels  was   stored  on   farms.      The 
rest  was  in  public  warehouses. 

Officials  of   the   Commodity  Credit  Croporation  pointed  out  that   their 
report  included  only   the   loans  on  which  all  paper  work  had  been  entirely  com- 
pleted.     They  said  that   the   loans  actually  made  by  the  end  of  August  probably 
was  a  good  bit  above   the   116  million  bushel   total  actually  reported. 

(OVER) 


-  2  - 


The  wheat  loan  program  is  one  of  those  by  which   the  Department,    acting 
upon  the   direction  of  Congress,    is   supporting  prices  of  "basic  commodities  at  85 
percent  of  parity.      This   support   through  loans  is  especially  needed  by  wheat, 
cotton  and  tobacco   growers  at  this   time,    since  former  export  markets  have 
practically  disappeared  and  since   the  food-for-defense  program  calls  for  less, 
rather  than  more  of  those   three  crops.      Enough  wheat   to  supply  this  country  for 
two  years  already  is  in    storage,   and  enough  cotton   to   fill  a  year's  needs. 

###### 

An  important  angle  of  the  farm  mortgage  situation  will  be  thoroughly 
explored  at  a  conference  here  in  Washington  on  the  26th  of  this  month.  A.  G. 
Black,  Governor  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,  has  invited  farm  mortgage 
lenders,  executives  of  insurance  companies,  national  farm  leaders,  and  govern- 
ment officials  to  discuss  the  question  of  making  loans  to  farmers  on  the  basis 
of  normal  values. 

The  meeting  has  just  one  purpose — to  find  a  sound  and  fair  basis  for 
preventing  the  overlending  which  followed  the  last  war  and  which  caused  so 
much  distress  in  the  years  that  followed.  As  many  farmers  recall  too  well,  farm 
prices  of  the  late  '20' s  and  the  beginning  of  the  '30' s  simply  were  too  small 
to  carry  the  debts  which  farmers  had  incurred  through  inflated  mortgage  values. 

With  farm  prices  and  land  values  rising,  PCA  is  calling  the  conference 
in  an  effort  to  establish  a  national  policy  which  will  continue  to  recognize 
normal  value  as  the  basis  for  farm  loan  appraisals.   Governor  Black  said  that 
all  through  the  depression  PCA  made  its  loans  on  the  basis  of  normal  value,  and 
that  it  expected  to  stick  to  its  policy  of  lending  on  the  same  basis. 
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First,  the  successor  to  Milo  Perkins  as  head  of  the  Surplus  Marketing 
Administration  has  been  named.   It's  Roy  Hendrickson.  Roy  Hendrickson  has  been 
Personnel  Director  in  the  Department  and  before  that  he  was  in  charge  of  Infor- 
mation in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  and  he  used  to  appear  regularly  on 
this  program.  Maybe  we'll  be  able  to  induce  him  to  come  back  again.  And  at  the 
same  time  that  Hendrickson  was  appointed  Administrator,  Ed  G-aumnitz  was  made 
Associate  Administrator  of  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration.  Ed  has  been 
Assistant  Administrator.   He's  well  known  to  dairy  people.  He's  been  on  the 
dairy  programs  of  the  Department  for  the  past  8  years  on  the  marketing  agreement 
and  purchase  side... and  he's  the  fellow  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  huge 
operations  of  buying  under  the  Lend-Lease  Act  for  shipment  to  Britain. 

— ooOoo — 

Here's  news  for  the  Corn  Belt. 

1942  commercial  corn  acreage  allotment  and  the  counties  which  will  make  up 
next  year's  commercial  corn  area  have  been  announced.   The  acreage  allotment  is 
37,530,000. .. .up  a  little  bit  from  this  year.   The  increase  to  be  exact  is 
260,000  acres  or  3/4  of  one  percent.   The  counties  in  the  commercial  area  are 
exactly  the  same  as  for  this  year:   623  counties  in  15  north  central  and  eastern 
states.  Now,  of  course,  this  acreage  allotment  in  the  commercial  corn  area  is  not 
the  only  expectation  of  corn  to  be  grown  next  year.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
national  corn  acreage  goal  is  between  87  1/2  and  90  million  acres.  Most  of  the 
corn  growi"-  outside  the  commercial  area  is  produced  for  use  on  the  farm  where  it 
is  grown. 

— ooOoo — 

The  corn  acreage  allotment  determines,  of  course,  part  of  the  feed  supply 
which  will  be  available  for  the  production  of  Food-for-Freedom  next  year,  the 
campaign  which  was  opened  last  week  at  Salt  Lake  City  and  Chicago  by  Secretary 
Wickard.   In  connection  with  that,  I  might  report  briefly  on  the  outcome  of  those 
first  meetings  in  the  series  of  four. 

At  both  Salt  Lake  City  and  Chicago,  the  Chairmen  of  the  USDA  State  Defense 
Boards  from  each  state  represented,  and  in  all  that  was  23  western  and  northern 

states-r^ these  Chairmen  got  up  at  the  conclusion  of  the  second  day  of  the 

meeting  after  consulting  with  the  other  people  from  their  states  and  said  how 
close  those  people  thought ..  ..just  off  the  cuff...  first  guess...  the  farmers  in 
their  states  would  come  to  hitting  the  goal.  And  they  unanimously  said,  all  23 
of  them,  "we'll  come  up  to  these  goals  and  we'll  go  higher  than  the  goals  in  some 
cases."   The  only  exception  was  on  beef  cattle.   It  seems  there  is  an  opinion 
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that  the  present  price  of  "beef  cattle  may  lead"  ranchers  and  farmers  in  the  corn 
"belt  to  save  out  their  she-stock  and  "breed  it  to  get  more  cattle  next  year, 
whereas  the -goal  .calls  -for.  .cutting  down  the.  number  of  "breeding  stock  on  the 
farms  so as':to:  avoid  a  possible  disastrous  glut  about  three  years  from  now. 
Or,  to  put  it  another  way,  an  increase,  in-  marketing  and  slaughter  of  cattle,  and 
calves  is  called  for  next  year  so  as  to  give  us  a  plentiful  supply <of  beef  in 
1942  while  it  v/ill  be  needed  here  and  for  shipment  to  Great  Britain. 
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The  outlook  for  livestock  next  year  is  bullish— no  pun  intended.  Department 
experts  who  gather  and  analyze  livestock  reports  from  all  over  the  country  say  that 
on  a  nationwide  basis  the  prospect  for  livestock  in  1942  is  the  most  favorable  in 
many  years. 

They  say  that  total  marketings  of  livestock  will  be  larger  than  in  1941, 
and  that  total  commercial  production  of  meats  is  expected  to  set  a  new  high  record. 
Even  with  these  increases  in  marketable  supplies,  livestock  prices,  probably  will  be 
higher  in  1942  than  in  1941.   Consumer  demand  in  this  country  is  due  to  improve 
still  further;  and  large  government  purchases  of  pork  and  lard  will  give  additional 
support  to  livestock  prices.   In  fact,  the  economists  believe  that  total  cash  farm 
income  from  livestock  next  year  not  only  will  be  larger  than  in  1941,  but  the 
largest  in  more  than  20  years. 

Of  vital  interest  to  the  national  defense  is  the  fact  that  livestock  farmers 
are  in  a  good  position  to  meet  the  1942  production  goals  which  Secretary  Wickard 
recently  announced.  As  Dr,  Stiebling  has  said  those  goals  represent  the  amounts  of 
food  needed  to  give  Americans  better  diets  than  ever  before  and  to  send  food  which 
the  British  must  have  to  keep  up  their  front  line  fight  against  Hitler,  Meat  and 
livestock  products  are  among  the  leaders  on  the  list  of  foods  which  we  must  pro- 
duce in  greater  quantities. 

Except  for  hogs,  livestock  production  has  been  on  the  upgrade  for  the  past 
4  years,   Fotential  livestock  supplies,  including  hogs,  are  large  enough  to  meet 
the  goals  for  livestock  slaughter  in  1942,  Although  hog  production  took  something 
of  a  dip  in  1940,  the  1941  fall  pig  crop  is  expected  to  show  a  marked  increase  over 
last  year's  fall  crop,  and  next  year's  spring  crop  probably  will  show  the  same 
trend.   The  economists  predict  that  total  hog  slaughter  in  1942  will  be  the 
largest  on  record.   Large  lend-lease  purchases  of  pork  and  lard  are  expected  next 
year,  but  the  supply  available  for  use  in  this  country  will  be  about  as  large  as 
for  this  year. 

For  cattle  and  calves,  the  1942  goal  calls  for  slaughter  of  28  million  head. 
That  is  3  million  head  greater  than  what  this  year's  total  probably  will  be. 
Reaching  the  1942  goal  will  mean  a  sharp  increase  in  production  of  beef  and  veal. 
This  will  be  helpful  to  consumers,  by  putting  increased  supplies  on  the  market  to 
meet  the  growing  demand.   It  will  be  very  helpful  to  producers,  too,  by  enabling 
them  to  sell  freely  at  good  prices  now.   If  they  held  back  on  their  marketings  now, 
and  allowed  cattle  numbers  to  continue  to  increase,  the  natural  result  would  be 
very  large  marketings  and  low  prices  a  few  years  from  now. 

The  favorable  outlook  applies  particularly  to  producers  who  raise  their 
own  cattle  and  have  ample  supplies  of  feed  and  roughage.   The  position  of  cattle 
feeders  doesn't  look  as  promising  as  it  has  in  some  recent  years,  for  prices  of 
feeds  and  of  feeder  cattle  are  higher  than  they  were  a  year  ago,  but  the  advance  in 
the  price  of  better  grade  grain  fed  cattle  is  expected  to  be  moderate. 

(Over) 
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Here's  a  news  item  from  across  our  northern  "border.      Canada's  effort  to  re- 
duce wheat   acreage — reported  on  this  program   last    spring — apparently  "brought 
results*      The  first  official  estimate  from  Ottawa  puts  the  1941  Canadian  wheat   crop 
at  a  little  over  306  million  "bushels.     That  is  a  reduction  of  44  percent  from  last 
year's  production,  of  551  million  "bushels.     A  report  "by  this  Department's  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations   says  that   the  acreage  reduction  campaign  and  low 
yields  in  parts  of  Saskatchewan  and  eastern  Alberta  played  about  equal  parts  in 
bringing  about  the  drop. 


ir  T  T  t      - 

Speaking  of  Canada,  people  here  in  the  Department  who  study  trade  in  apples 
are  saying  now  that  less  than  half  as  many  Canadian  apples  as  last  year  may  seek 
outlets  in  the  United  States.  Small  crops  in  eastern  Canada  and  British  orders 
for  Canadian  apples  are  the  reasons.   Last  year,  through  cooperative  agreement, 
Canada  put  a  650  thousand  bushel  limit  on  apple  shipments  to  the  United  States. 
This  year  representatives  of  the  2  countries  will  continue  studying  the  surplus 
positions  of  both  nations,  even  though  there  is  little  possibility  of  a  situation 
like  last  year's.  In  fact,  there  is  some  chance  that  United  States  apples  may  be 
attracted  to  Canadian  markets  later  this  season. 
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A  new   step  has  been   taken  by  the   Department   to   aid  farmers  in  obtaining 
farm  machinery  and  equipment  needed  in  getting  out  next  year's  record  crops. 
M.   Clifford  Townsend,    director  of   the   Department's  Office  of  Agricultural  Defense 
Relations  has  asked  that   specific  allocations  :be  made   for  manufacture  of  farm 
machinery  equipment  in  place  of  the  rating  plan  now  in  effect. 

The   recently  established  Supplies  Priorities  and  Allocations  Board  is 
studying  the   request  but  no   decision  has  yet  been  reached.     As  announced  late   in 
August  OPM  gave  a  defense   rating  to  materials  needed  for  repair  and  maintenance 
of  farm  machinery  already  in  use  on  the  farm.     At  the    same   time  OPM  assigned  the 
highest  civilian  rating  to   materials  needed  in"  the  manufacture  of  new  farm 
machinery.  '  '  _.' 

Department  officials  believe    that   specific  allocations  of  materials  for 
manufacture   and  maintenance  of  farm  machinery  would  give  added  assurance   that   the 
1942  food  production  goals  will  be  fulfilled.      In  making  the   request  Mr.    Townsend 
said  that   the  prospective   reduction  in   the  farm  labor   supply  due   to   farm  workers 
going  into   factories  and  the  Army  would  have   to  be  offset   to   some,  extent   oy 
machinery.      He  added  that   in  order  to  produce  record  supplies  farmers  would  have 
to  have   the   implements   to   do    the   job. 

#  #       # 

You  have  probably  heard  of  the   gale  late   last  week  that   seriously  damaged 
apple  crops  in  parts  of  Kentucky,    Illinois,    Indiana,    Ohio,   Michigan,    New  York  and 
Pennsylvania.      Several  million  bushels  of  apples  were  blown  to    the   ground  and 
many  of   those   that   remained  on  the   trees  were  badly  bruised. 

The  Department  went   to   work  immediately  on  plans   to    soften   the  blow   to    the 
apple  producers.      Yesterday  the   Surplus  Marketing  Administration  announced  that 
its  apple  purchase  program  had  been  expanded  to    salvage  as  much  of   the   damaged 
crop  as  possible.      SMA  has  arranged  to  buy  apples  in   the    storm-stricken  area  at 
a  rate  of  from   65  to   85  cents  a  bushel   depending  on   the   variety,    extent  of  damage, 
and  size.      Some  of  the  apples  will  be   distributed  as   soon  as  possible  for  relief 
and  school   lunches.      In  addition,    in  localities  where  facilities  are  available   the 
damaged  crop  will  be  processed  for  future  use. 

#  #       # 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  has  published  a  report  on  the  various 
fruits,  saying  that  the  prospects  of  export  and  domestic  needs  in  1942  np.ll  for 
efficient  use  and  conservation  of  the  total  fruit  output.  BAE  expects  that  hone 
and  Lend- Lease  requirements  will  go  up  sharply.   The  1941  commercial  apple  crop 
is  estimated  at  nearly  14  million  bushels  greater  than  1940.   However,  the  crop 
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is  expected  to  be  quite  a  bit  smaller  in  1942.     Orange  production  in  the  1841-42 
season  is  also  expected  to  be  smaller  than  the  previous  crop.      The  output  of  pears 
in  1942  is  expected  to  be  about  the   same  as  this  year.      The  1941  peach  crop  was 
15  million  bushels  larger  than  in  1940  and  the  upward  trend  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue,  although  next  year's  crop  is  expected  to  be  smaller  in  some  areas,  par- 
ticularly in  the  South.      To  be  on  the   safe   side  the  Department  recommends  that 
every  possible  effort  to  avoid  waste  of  fruit  be  made. 

#  #       # 

Ways  are  being  studied  to  prevent  the  kind  of  speculation  in  farm  land 
that  occurred  during  the  last  war  with  ruinous  results.  A  permanent  committee 
is  being  formed  to  work  out  methods  to  check  speculation,  if  speculation  does 
begin  during  this  was  period.  This  is  one  of  the  results  of  a  conference  of  farm 
mortgage  lenders  and  farm  leaders  held  in  Washington  a  few  days  ago.   Governor 
A.  G.  Black  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  will  tell  you  .more  about  that 
conference  in  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  Tomorrow. 

#  #       # 

The  Department  is  continuing  its  heavy  purchases  of  farm  products.     Among 
the  purchases  last  week  were  15  million  pounds  of  pork  meat  products,   9  million 
pounds  of  lard,   one  and  a  half  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs,   nearly  six  million 
pounds  of  cheese,    34  million  pounds  of  oat  cereal,   32  million  pounds  of  cornstarch, 
more   than  a  million  pounds  of  corn  sugar,    and  two  and  a  half  million  pounds  of 
cracked  wheat.     The  Department  also  bought  close  to  8  million  pounds  of  wood  rosin 
and  quantities  of  other  naval  stores.      These  supplies  can  be  used  domestically  or 
for  transfer  under  the  Lend-lease  Act,   or  for  use  by  the  Red  Cross.      In  addition, 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  made  nearly  18  million  pounds  of  gum  rosin,   2  million 
bushels  of  corn  and  6  thousand  bales  of  cotton  available  for  Lend-lease  purposes. 

#  #       # 


NEWS  FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Broadcast  by  Morse  Salisbury,  Director  of  Information,  Monday,  October  6, 
1941,  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period,  National  Farm  and  Home  H0ur , 
over  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  network  of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company. 

— 00O00 — 

Today,  the  first  Monday  of  October,  brings  the  Department's  regular  monthly 
report  on  the  economic  outlook  for  farmers.   This  month's  report  is  the  most 
encouraging  for  many  years.   Farm  income,  farm  prices  and  farm  purchasing  are  at 
high  levels.   Farmers'  production  costs — for  wages  and  materials — also  are  up 
and  still  rising,  but  the  general  outlook  still  is  favorable. 

department  economists  who  made  the  survey  said  that  good  consumer  demand 
for  farm  products  is  due  to  continue,  that  increased  government  buying  of  food 
is  in  prospect,  together  with  government  loans  and  other  price  supports. 

Assuming  full  cooperation  of  farmers  in  the  food- for- freedom  effort — 
and  also  assuming  cooperation  from  the  weather — the  outlook  is  bright  for  meeting 
the  1942  food  production  goals.   Food  and  feed  granaries  were  reported  well 
stocked.   The  fall  harvests  now  being  made  will  assure  dairymen,  poultry,  hog 
growers  and  cattlemen  of  ample  feed  for  stock  this  winter. 

Record  supplies  of  meats  are  practically  assured.   Cattle  production, 
which  has  been  on  the  up-grade  for  several  years,  still  is  climbing,  and  pig 
crops  this  fall  and  next  spring  are  expected  to  break  seasonal  records.  Dairymen 
will  start  the  new  year  with  an  increased  number  of  cows,  and  poultrymen  with 
a  record  number  of  laying  hens. 

For  vegetable  growers  high  spots  in  the  outlook  are  increased  plantings 
and  increased  domestic  and  export  demand.   Fruit  growers,  the  report  said,  may 
expect  the  most  favorable  demand  situation  in  more  than  a  decade.   Better 
distribution  of  fruit,  so  as  to  prevent  waste,  will  come  in  for  a  lot  of  emphasis. 

For  the  great  export  crops,  wheat ,  cotton  and  tobacco,  government  loan 
programs  are  being  counted  on  to  keep  prices  above  low  world  levels. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  U.S.  D 


Broadcast  "by  Wallace  Kadderly,  Chief  of  Radio  Service,  Friday,  October  10, 
1941,  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  portion  of  the  National  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  over  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  Network  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company. 

The  Department  has  just  filled  some  of  the  background  of  0PM  defense 
priority  rating  for  certain  products  handled  by  hardware  stores  or  other 
steel  merchants.   Officials  here  feel  that  the  new  rating  should  help  farmers 
in  meeting  their  hardware  needs.  Under  this  order  handlers  of  metal  roofing, 
pipes,  fencing,  nails  and  similar  steel  products  are  allotted  a  percentage 
of  their  requirements  without  getting  priorities.   The  order,  good  for  the 
rest  of  this  year,  should  take  care  of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  farmers 
for  these  products,  according  to  M.  Clifford  Townsend,  director  of  the  Office 
of  Agricultural  Defense  Relations. 

But  it  does  not,  he  warns,  relieve  farmers  of  the  necessity  of  buying 
only  those  steel  products  absolutely  needed  to  help  in  conserving  metals  for 
defense  needs. 

Farmers  who  do  have  trouble  getting  nails,  fencing  or  other  such 
material  actually  needed,  are  advised  to  report  to  their  local  USDA  Defense 
Board. 

For  steel  pipes,  warehouses  are  allotted  80  percent  of  the  amount  sold 
in  the  last  three  months  of  1940.   For  steel  roofing,  the  allotment  is  only 
half  that  used  a  year  ago,  but  other  types  of  roofing  may  be  substituted.  On 
fencing  and  nails,  the  allotment  is  70  percent  of  usual  needs.  Mr.  Townsend 
points  out  that  by  repairing  old  fences  and  delay  in  new  fencing,  farmers 
probably  can  get  along,  but  that  nails  may  be  more  of  a  problem. 

TTTTTr 

The  Department  reported  yesterday  that  commercial  grain  elevators  at 
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terminal  markets-are  jus't:  about  filled  to  working  capacity.   Terminal  eleva- 
tors need  some  working  space.   When  they  are  filled  to  85  or  90  percent  of 
rated  capacity,  they  are  storing  about  as  much  as  can  be  handled  efficiently. 
For  the  entire  country,  these  elevators  averaged  86  percent  full  on  October  4, 
or  aoout  3  percent  more  than  a  month  earlier.   The  Lower  Lake,  Atlantic 
Coast,  East  Central  and  West  Central  elevators  were  all  90  percent  or  more 
filled.   The  largest  increase  in  storage  stocks  during  September  came  in 
the  Lower  Lake  and  Northwestern  markets. 
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NEtfS  FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Broadcast  "by  worse  Salisbury,  Director  of  Information,  Friday, 
October  17,  1941,  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period,  National  Farm 
and  Home  Hour,  over  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  network  of  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company. 

— 00O00 — 

Here  is  news  of  interest  to  everyone.  American  farmers  are  making 
great  strides  in  their  efforts  to  protect  and  improve  our  land  resources. 

Nearly  6  million  farmers,  working  80  percent  of  the  total  cropland 
of  the  United  States,  protected  and  improved  their  farms  by  conservation 
measures  of  the  1940  AAA  Farm  Program,  according  to  a  report  made  today. 

Farms  covering  nearly  365  million  acres  of  cropland  benefited 
under  the  1940  Agricultural  Conservation  Program,  compared  with  355  million 
acres  the  previous  year. 

The  major  conservation  accomplishments  under  the  1940  program  in- 
cluded new  seedings  of  41  million  acres  of  legumes  and  grasses;  22 'million 
acres  of  green  manure  and  cover  crops;  29  million  acres  of  land  protected 
by  major  erosion  control  practices  such  as  contour  farming,  strip-cropping 
and  summer  fallow;  construction  of  281  million  feet  of  terraces;  applica- 
tion to  the  soil  of  more  than  12  million  tons  of  lime  and  936,000  tons  of 
superphosphate;  and  525,000  acres  of  forest  trees  planted  or  improved. 

Several  other  major  practices — carried  out  largely  in  the  Western 
Range  area — included  29  million  acres  of  land  reseeded  to  grass  by  deferred 
grazing,  construction  of  75,000  earthen  dams  and  reservoirs,  and  20  million 
feet  of  spreader  terraces.  Concerning  these  conservation  measures,  P.  M. 
Evans,  Triple-A  Administrator  said:   "Preserving  and  building  the  soil,  as 
these  6  million  farmers  have  done  on  a  cooperative  nationwide  scale,  is 
agriculture's  contribution  to  abundance  and  a  continuing  healthy  economic 
life.  After  eight  years  of  nationwide  conservation  practices,  the  farmer 
knows  that  it  pays  to  return  to  the  soil  the  richness  that  many  of  his 
crops  take  from  it. 

"Furthermore,  because  U.  S.  farmers  have  realized  the  economic 
value  of  guarding  the  fertility  of  the  soil  from  year  to  year,  they  are 
more  fully  prepared  to  meet  today'  s  urgent  need  for  all-time  high  produc- 
tion of  certain  foods  and  fibers  to  provide  diets  'for  the  health  and 
strength  of  our  people,  as  well  as  those  of  nations  across  the  seas 
who  are  struggling  for  freedom  against  destructive  world  forces." 

### 


Here  is  an  item  which  reflects  more  prosperous  times  for  agricul- 
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Farm  foreclosure  sales  during  the  12  months  ending  June  30  were  the 
lowest  in  7  years.  A  drop  of  30  percent  in  farm  foreclosure  sales  and  an 
increase  of  8  percent  in  the  dollar  volume  of  farm  mortgage  lending  took 
■olace  in  the  fiscal  year  1941, .  compared  with  the  previous  year,  according 
to  A.  G-.  Black,  governor  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration. 

Foreclosures  "by  individuals — 20  -oercent — showed  the  least  decline. 
Insurance  comr>anies,  with  a  drot)  of  44  percent,  and  Farm  Credit  Administra- 
tion creditors,  with  a  dron  of  38  percent,  show  the  most  decline  in  fore- 
closures. Improvement  in  farm  income  and  remedial  measures  adopted  in  1940, 
when  more  than  100,000  land  hank  and  Commissioner  loans  were  reamortizad, 
are  credited  with,  providing  the  major  impetus  to  the  drop  in  foreclosures 
"by  the  Farm  Credit  Administration. 

A  total  of  $811,700,000  in  farm  mortgage  loans  was  made  throughout 
the  country  in  the  1941  fiscal  year — an  increase  of  almost  $58,000,000 
over  the  previous  year. 


You  may  remember  that  the  Department  launched  a  cotton  export 
program  on  September  27.  The  purpose  was  to  encourage  export  of  cotton 
to  Canada.  The  first  report  on  the  program  has  just  "been  issued.  It 
shows  that  up  to  October  15  more  than  100,000  bales  of  cotton  were 
exported  to  Canada  under  the  Department' s  program. 

t     #  # 


The  Department  continues  to  make  heavy  purchases  of  farm  products 
for  domestic  use  and  shipment  to  Britain  under  the  Lend-Lease  Act.  During 
the  week  ended  October  11  purchases  included  15  million  pounds  of  pork 
meat  products,  6  million  pounds  of  lard,  3  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs, 
3  million  pounds  of  cheese,  a  million  pounds  of  dry  skim  milk,  500,000 
cases  of  evaporated  milk,  500,000  pounds  of  dry  whole  milk,  and  a  million 
pounds  of  dried  peas, 

# "  #  # 
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Broadcast  by  Morse  Salisbury,  Director  of  Information,  in  the  Department 
of  Agriculture's  portion  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  Friday,  October  24, 
1941,  ^oy   the  National  Broadcasting  Company  and  associated  31ue  Network  stations. 

— ooOoo — 

A  leading  item  of  current  farm  news  comes  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
by  way  of  Ca-oitol  Hill.   Secretary  Vickard  gave  the  House  Banking  and  Currency 
Committee  his  views  on  price  ceilings.  He  believes  that  no  ceilings  should  be 
imposed  on  farm  products  at  less  than  110  percent  of  parity.  He  had  been  called 
to  give  testimony  on  the  price  control  bill  under  consideration  by  the  committee 
this  week. pending  a  report  on  it  to  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  VJickard  said  that  when  farm  prices  are  at  parity  a  fair  relationship 
exists  between  farmer  and  consumer. 

a  section  of  the  price  control  bill  provides  that  no  price  ceiling  shall 
be  established  on  any  agricultural  commodity  below  110  percent  of  parity.   Some 
people  have  said  that  110  percent  of  parity  would  be  too  high,  but  Secretary 
"/ickard  told  the  committee  that  such  accusations  are  unjustified.   If  ceilings  on 
the  various  commodities  were  set  at  exactly  parity  then,  he  said,  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  farmers  to  average  over  the  whole  year  at  exactly  parity. 

This  would  be  the  case,  he  said,  because  prices  fluctuate  every  day  as  a 
result  of  day  "oy   day  changes  in  demand  and  in  the  supply  of  commodities  coming 
on  the  market.   If  ceilings  were  exactly  at  parity  all  the  -price  fluctuations 
would  be  between  parity  and  some  lover  figure.  Therefore,  during  the  course  of 
a  year  banners  would  be  unable  to  average  parity.   Such  a  ceiling  v/ould  thus  defeat 
the  policy  of  Congress  ever  since  1933  that  American  farmers  are  entitled  to  parity 
for  their  products. 

Mr.  "Jickard  told  the  House  Committee  that  he  hoped  prices  of  farm  products 
would  not  go  too  high  and  for  that  reason  he  supoorted  the  price  control  bill. 
He  pointed  out  that  although  prices  for  farm  commodities  had  been  rising  recently 
at  a  comparatively  rapid  rate  they  were  not  yet  out  of  line  for  the  reason  that 
the  increases  have  started  from  very  low  levels.  As  late  as  last  month  food  was 
still  the  cheapest  component  in  the  cost  of  living.  Food  prices  stood  at  84.6 
percent  of  the  19?4-39  average  while  all  living  costs  combined  were  at  86.5  percent. 

The  Secretary  declared  that  farmers  do  not  want  inflation.  They  remember 
too  well  the  disastrous  results  of  the  deflation  which  followed  the  inflation  of 
the  last  war.   He  said  that  no  farmer  who  remembers  the  bitter  experiences  of  the 
last  post-war  period  wants  to  see  an  inflation  like  that  again. 

#  #  #  # 
(Over) 
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Department  "buying  of  dried  eggs  is  keeping  open  a  number  of  commercial 
egg  breaking  plants  which  would  normally  be  closed  at  this  time  of  year.   Liquid 
egg  production  by  these  plants  last  month  was  five  times  as  much  as  in  September 
of  last  year.  Production  was  about  13  million  pounds  this  September  compared 
with  less  than  two  and  a  half  million  in  the  same  month  of  1940.  ITearly  two- 
thirds  of  liquid  egg  production  was  used  for  drying;  and  dried  eggs  are  being 

sent  to  Britain  in  large  quantities  to  help  feed  the  men  and  women  and  children 

all  of  the  citizenry  because  all  of  them  are  in  the  front  lines.  This  is  just 
one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Department  is  asking  an  increased  production  of  eggs 
from  farmers . 

#  #  #  # 

The  increased  amounts  of  food  farmers  are  being  asked  to  produce  next  year 
will  require  the  help  of  everybody  on  the  land.  And  farm  boys  and  girls  are  going 
to  pitch  in  and  do  more  than  they  ever  have  before  to  produce  the  food  we  need 
if  the  ilajgis  are  to  be  defeated.  The  youngsters  are  being  encouraged  to  start 
pig,  calf  and  chicken  projects.  Eural  youth  groups  like  the  4-H  clubs  have  had 
a  lot  of  such  projects  in  the  past. —  Of  course  that's  the  foundation  of  4-H  club 
work.  But  now  they  are  "being  asked  to  develop  more  and  bigger  projects  and  to 
confine  their  efforts  to  foods  most  needed  for  defense.   They  can  get  financial  aid 
from  Harm  Credit  and  Farm  Security  Administrations  and  help  and  advice  from  the 
Extension  Service,  the  State  agricultural  colleges  and  other  organizations  and 
individuals. 

#  #  #  # 

The  famous  channel  islands — home  of  the  Jersey  and  Guernsey  cattle  breeds — 
were  invaded  l^ore  than  a  year  ago.  They  lie  off  the  Coast  of  France,  South  of 
England.  The  C-erman  invasion  has  infected  these  famous  breeds  of  cattle  with 
foot-and-mouth  disease.  That's  the  report  that  Dr.  John  R.  Mohler,  chief  of  the 
Department' s  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  gave  a  meeting  of  veterinarians  in  East 
Lansing,  Michigan,  last  night.   He  added  that  the  invasion  of  Finland  by  Russia 
also  brought  the  disease  to  Finnish  cattle. 

He  pointed  out  that  it  is  one  of  the  jobs  of  the  Department  to  -protect 
American  cattle  from  such  diseases.  The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  has  been 
engaging  in  research  on  the  problem  ever  since  1884.  With  the  spread  of  these 
diseases  by  war,  Mr.  Mohler  emphasized  the  importance  of  maintaining  effective 
quarantines  to  safeguard  American  cattle  from  foreign  diseases. 

#  #  #  # 

The  Rural  Electrification  Administration  of  the  Department  has  made  an 
agreement  whereby  an  army  camp  now  under  construction  will  be  supplied  with  electric 
power.  The  EAMO  Electric  Cooperative  at  Vinita,  Oklahoma,  according  to  the  agree- 
ment, will  undertake  to  supply  electricity  to  the  camp — located  at  Feosho,  Missouri — 
within  60  days.   "ork  has  already  begun  on  the  project. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Broadcast  "by  John   C.   Baker,    Office   of  Information,   "broadcast   Tuesday, 
October  28,   1941,    in  the  Department    of  Agriculture  period  of  the  National  Farm  and 
Home  Hour,    over  stations   associated  with  the  NBC  Blue  Network. 

— ooOoo — 

Some  of  the  government's   loan  stocks   of  farm  products — the  Ever-Normal 
Granary — are  moving  into   consumption.      Heavy  demands   for  various  products  have  been 
met  by   stocks  built  up  by  Commodity   Credit    Corporation.      This   liquidation  of  stocks 
has   come  about   in  two  ways;    through  sales  by  the   Corporation  and  by  producers   re- 
paying loans  and  taking  back  title   to   the  products.      The   Corporation  has   just 
issued  a  report   on  how  loan     stocks  have  been  moving  in  recent  months. 

The  heaviest   reductions  were  in  corn.      Sixty-six  million  bushels  were  sold  by 
the  Department  and  64  million  bushels  were  returned  to   farmers  who   repaid  loans 
during  the  months  April   through  September.     A  great  deal  of  this    corn  was  needed  to 
feed  livestock  as  part   of  the  Food-for-Defense  Program.     Last  April  Secretary 
V/ickard  asked  farmers   to  produce  more  pork  by  feeding  hogs  to  heavier  weights.     A 
lot   of  the  corn  used  for  this  purpose   came  from  the  bins  where  it  had  been  held 
under  loan.      The  point   is  that  we  suddenly  found  we  needed  this  corn  and  it   was   there 
to  be  used. 

Here  is   one  more  example.     The  British  needed  lots   of  naval  stores-turpentine 
and  rosin and  asked  us    for   them.      The  Department   held  large  quantities   of  turpen- 
tine and  rosin.      Three  million  gallons   of   turpentine  and  300,000  barrels   of  rosin 
have  been  released  from  Government    stocks  by   Commodity   Credit   in  the  last    six 
months. 

Stocks   of  all   commodities   owned  by   the  Government   or  under  pledge  have  been 
reduced  with  the    exception  of  wheat,   barley   and  flaxseed.      These  three  are  in  the 
midst   of   their  heaviest   loan  season.      Next  to   corn,    the  heaviest    reduction  was   in 
cotton.     Producers   repossessed  more    than  4  million  bales   of  cotton  from   recent 
crops   in  the  last    six  months.     In  addition,   lend-lease  has  absorbed  more  than 
450,000  bales   owned  by  Commodity   Credit. 

Tobacco  also  has  its  place  in  this  picture.      Flue-cured  tobacco  of  the  1939 
crop  was  purchased  to   support   the  market  when   the  British  had  to   drop   out   of  the 
market   in  order  to  use  their  dollar   exchange   for  other  material.      This    tobacco   is 
now  available  to  the  British  through   the  Lend-lease  Act.     And  if  you  know  how  much 
most    of  the  British  like  American  tobacco  you  will   realize   that  this   has  more   than 
a   little   to   do   with  British  morale. 

if       t       f      ¥      t 

Trends  in  milk  processing  are  matching  new  needs   in  the  battle  against 
dictatorship.      One  of  Britain's   greatest   food  needs  is   for  milk  and  milk  products. 
To  be  shipped  across  the  Atlantic,    milk  has    to  be   condensed,    evaporated  or  dried. 
This  has  had  a  marked  effect   on  the  processing  industry.     Production  of  evaporated 
milk  last   month  was   42  percent    greater  than  in  September  of  last   year.      It  was   82 

(Over) 
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percent  greater  than  the  average   September  output   in  the   five  years  1935-1939.     Pro- 
duction so   far  this  year  is  estimated  at    close  to  2-1/2  billion  pounds,    17  percent 
over  last  year  and  43  percent  above  the   1935-1939  average.      Large  increases  in  pro- 
duction are  also   reported  for  condensed  milk.     Latest    figures   show  that  during 
September  more  than  8  million  pounds   of  condensed  milk  came  from  the  processing 
plants,    21  percent  above  September  of  last  year  and  101  percent   over  the  1955-1939 
September  average. 

#     #     t     #-# 

The  Farm  Security  Administration  of  the  Department  has  launched  a  project 
to  help  safeguard  the  health  of  migratory  farm  'workers.   Farm  Security  now  has  23 
mobi le  ca-rips  which  follow  migratory  farm  labor  as  it  moves  from  crop  to  crop.  To 
these  movable  camps  Farm  Security  recently  added  medical  Clinics  with  a  variety  of 
medical  supplies  and  a  nurse  in  attendance.  These  traveling  clinics  provide 
vaccinations  and  inoculations  to  check  the  spread  of  communicable  diseases  and  also 
give  advice  on  how  to  maintain  health.   They  call  on  local  doctors  whenever  a 
patient's  condition  requires  the  attention  of  a  physician. 

:"#'  4.    t?    #  # 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  that  butter  and  pork-  will  be  added  to  the 
supplies  obtainable  with  the  free  blue  stamps  issued  under  the  Food  Stamp  Program 
starting  the  first  of  llovember.  Butter  and  pork  v;ere  taken  off  the  list  some  months 
ago.   In  making  this  announcement  Hoy  Hendrickson,  Administrator  of  the  Surplus 
Marketing  Administration,  said  this  "An  adequate  selection  of  foods  to  supplement 
the  limited  supplies  low-income  people  are  able  to  buy  is  especially  important  in 
these  days  of  emergency.  We  must  plug  all  the  weak  spots  in  our  national  health 
defense.   Despite  increasing  employment  there  are  still  millions  who  need  help." 


.^;4 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Broadcast  by  Morse    Salisbury,   Director  of   Information,   broadcast 
Saturday,   October  31,    1941  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period  of   the 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over   stations  associated  with  the   NBC  'Blue-Networks— — »^ 


— 00O00 — 

(Ad  lib  tie-in   to    Secretary's  Farm  and  Home   Hour   talk  yesterday  on 
need  for  repairing  farm  machinery  now) 

The    same   defense  needs  which  call  for  the   greatest  farm  production  in 
American  history  also  will   cut   down   the   output  of  new  farm  machinery.      Farmers 
will  not.be  able   to   get  even  as  much  new  machinery  and  equipment  next  year  as 
they  usually  buy,   not   to  mention  what   they  would  want   to  buy  to  handle   the  big 
job   they've   been  called  on   to   do   in  IS 42.      There's  another  obstacle,    too.      Farm 
labor  probably  will  be   short  in  many  areas  next  year.      This  would  increase    the 
need  for   tractors,    combines,    corn-pickers,   hay-making  equipment  and  other  plant- 
ing and  harvesting  implements. 

To  meet  minimum  requirements  for  armaments   the  Office  of  Production 
Management  has  been  forced  to  curtail   the  consumption  of   steel  in  every  civilian 
channel.      In  addition,    as   Secretary  Wickard  points  out,   not  only  will   less  farm 
machinery  be  manufactured  in  1342  but  also   there  will  not  be  as  much  fence  wire, 
steel  fence  posts,   nails  and  other  iron  and  steel  materials  available  for  farm 
use. 

This  puts   the    spotlight  on  repairs.     Because  of  agriculture's  vital 
role   in  defense   the   Government  plans   to  make  enough  metal  available    to  provide 
sufficient   repair  parts  for  reconditioning  farm  machinery  on  a  nationwide    scale. 

The   State  and  county  Defense  Boards  representing  the   Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture will   direct   the  machinery  repair  program.      As  a  first   step,   men  conduct- 
ing the   current  farm   to  farm  canvass  for   the  Food-for-Freedom  program  also  will 
urge  all  farmers   to   check  their  machinery  and  order  needed  repair  parts  at  once. 
And  early  next  month  USDA   State  Defense  Boards  will  meet  and  map  plans  for   each 
State.      The  Boards  will   seek   the  cooperation  of  parts  manufacturers,    merchants, 
mechanics,    blacksmiths,    schools,    colleges,    in  fact   every  individual  or  organiza- 
tion  that  can  make  a  contribution.      A   third  step,    following  shortly  after   the 
State  meetings,   will  be   gatherings  of  county  defense  boards  to   organize   the  effort 
in  all  localities. 

#     #     #     # 

Here's  headline  news  for  cotton  growers:      Secretary  ffickard   set  December 
13  for  a  referendum  among  cotton  farmers  on  national  marketing  quotas.      The 
quotas     would  apply   to    the  marketing  year  beginning  August  1,    1S42.      The   Secretary 
also   announced  that   the  national  acreage   allotment   for  cotton  has  been   set   at 
27,400,000  acres,    about   the   same  as  last  year.      Farmers  who  plant  within  their 
allotments  may  market  all   the  cotton   they  grow. 

(Over) 
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To  "become  effective  the  1942  quotas  must  be  approved  by  two -thirds  of  the 
eligible  producers  who  vote  in  the  referendum.   Such  quotas  have  been  in  effect 
now  for  four  years* 

"The  quota  me? sure,"  Secretary  ^ickard  said,  "has  proved  essential  pro- 
tection to  cotton  growers  against  the  tremendous  surplus.  Paced  by  restricted 
world  markets  we  have  on  hand  a  supply  of  cotton  which  is  about  twice  the  size 
of  recent  crops." 

#  #  #  # 

There  was  another  development   this  week  in   the  farm  equipment  picture. 
The  Office  of  Production  Management — in  cooperation  with  Secretary  v?ickard  and 
other  Department  officials — took  a   step   to  help   dairy  farmers  to  meet   the   1942 
milk  production  goal.      0PM  said  that  enough  steel  will  be  allocated  to  make  possibl- 
production  of  955,000  new  milk  cans — judged  to  be   enough  to  handle    the  additional 
8  billion  pounds  of  milk  dairy  farmers  have  been  asked  to  produce   next  year. 
Enough  steel  will  also  be   allocated  to  produce   385,000  cans  on   the  basis   that   that 
many  normally  need  to  be   replaced.      In  order   to  obtain   the  necessary  preference 
rating  to   get  his   share   of   the  metal  a  manufacturer  will  be  required  to   show 
evidence  of  his  intention   to  get   the  cans   to  producers  before   the  opening  of  the 
milk   season  next   spring.      0PM  stated  that   the  preference   rating  nay  not  be   used 
by  manufacturers   to  build  up  inventories.      The  allocation  for  milk  cans  is   good- 
news  for  milk  producers  but   it  also  underlines   the   necessity  for  making  used 
equipment   do  for  another  year. 

-!i        M.         UL        M. 

V        T        ¥        IT 

The   Department  has   just  announced  a  plan  to   buy  the   equivalent  of  nearly 
four  million  boxes  of  1941-42  crop  citrus  fruits.      Surplus  Marketing  Administra- 
tion plans   to  buy  canned  grapefruit    segments,    juice   and  pulp  equivalent   to   nearly 
3  million  boxes  of  grapefruit.      Orange    juice  and  pulp  equivalent   to   about   one 
million  boxes  of  oranges  will  also  be  purchased,    according  to  present  plans. 
These, citrus  products  can  be   used  at  home  for  free    school  lunches  and' public  aid 
families  and  also  for  Lend-lease  export   to  Britain. 

jt  -    . 
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a  radio  talk  by  i-i.   L.  Duhars,   broadcast  in  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture's portion  of  the  National   Darn  and  Home  Hour,   Thursday,    Hovember  5, 
1941,   by  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  I'etworj: 
casting  Company. 

— 00O00 — 

This  week,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  asked  farmers  to  sell  their 
old  scrap  iron.  The  metal  is  needed  to  keep  steel  mills  operating  at  capacity. 

The  Office  of  Production  Management  has  been  putting  on  a  campaign  to 
increase  the  flow  of  scrap  metal  from  the  cities,  and  has  now  asked  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  to  help  increase  the  flow  of  scrap  from  the  farms. 
Secretary  "ickard  pointed  out  that  the  defense  program  is  seriously  threatened  - 
Qy   shortages  of  iron  and  steel  scrap — shortages  now  and  impending.   He  also 
warned  that  reduction  in  manufacture  of  new  farm  implements  and  s-oare  larts — 
a  reduction  already  in  orosnect — will  be  more  severe  if  steel  mills  cannot  be 
kept  running  at  full  capacity. 

Dor  a  long  time,  farms  have  'oeen   one  of  the  most  important  sources  of 
scrap  metal  the  Secretary  went  on  to  say,  and  it's  therefore  a  patriotic  duty 
for  farmers  to  see  that  it' s  made  available  for  use  in  defense  industry. 
Farmers  can't  expect  a  very  large  financial  return  for  their  old  metal,  but  the 
results  in  terms  of  steel  production  will  be  important  to  farmers  and  to  every- 
body else  concerned  with  the  whole  defense  effort. 

Department  agencies  represented  on  the  state  and  county  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  defense  boards  have  been  requested  to  give  farmers  all  possible 
assistance  and  information  on  the  selling  of  the  scrap  metal.   '"herever  possible 
the  defense  boards  will  provide  estimates  of  prevailing  prices  for  scrap. 

This  scrap  metal  campaign  is  part  of  the  entire  Dood-for-Defense  Program 
Shortages  of  new  farm  equipment  will  face  farmers  next  year  and  may  hamper 
their  efforts  to  achieve  record  food  production.   In  an  effort  to  counteract 
this  shortage  a  campaign  is  on  all  over  the  country  right  now  to  get  used  farm 
machinery  and  equipment  repaired  and  made  to  do  for  at  least  another  year. 
Machinery  that  is  too  worn  out  to  be  reconditioned  is  now  wanted  as  scrap,  to 
help  keep  the  steel  mills  running  so  we  can  get  as  much  new  equipment  as 
as  possible  next  year. 

#JL       JL       JL 
F   f   T 

Here  is  news  for  both  farcer  and  consumer.   It  looks  as  if  the  Thanks- 
giving basket  this  year  is  going  to  be  one  of  the  best  we  have  ever  had. 
Supplies  of  practically  all  foods  -  poultry,  meats,  vegetables,  fruits  and 
nuts  -  are  larger  than  ever  this  ".''ear.  And,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Dconomics,  food  prices  have  not  advanced  as  much  as  consumer  buying 
power.  Latest  figures  show  that  for  live  turkeys,  farmers  have  been  receiving 
an  average  of  lust  under  19  cents  a  pound  compared  with  slightly  under  15 
cents  at  this  time  last  year.   Dor  live  chickens  the  average  price  farmers 

(Over'* 
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have  "been  receiving  is  16  cents  a  pound  against  a  little  over  13  cents  a  year 
ago.  Those  who  are  already  thinking  of  cranberries  can  "be  assured  that  there 
will  "be  plenty  available  this  Thanksgiving-.  Production  of  cranberries  this 
year  is  estimated  to  be  150,000  barrels  larger  than  last  year. 
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a  radio  talk  by  Morse  Salisbury,  "broadcast  in  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture's  portion  of  the  national  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  "ri^fly,  *f,'ii "  ti^'t  ? i   1,941  # 
by  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  Network  of  the  rational  Broadcasting  Company. 


Here's  some  information  for  farmers  who  want  to  put  up  new  buildings  on 
their  land  but  who  are  wondering  whether  they  will  be  able  to  get  the  necessary 
materials.  The  Department's  Office  of  Agricultural  Defense  Relations,  which 
looks  into  such  matters  as  priorities  and  allocations  affecting  farmers,  announced 
today  that  there  are  no  priority  controls  on  lumber,  concrete,  stone,  brick, 
glass  and  nails.   So  it  appears  a  farmer  should  have  no  great  difficulty  getting 
materials  to  build  —  say  —  a  chicken  house  or  a  small  barn  or  any  ordinary, - 
small  farm  structure.  Hot  all  materials,  of  course,  are  going  to  be  as  plentiful 
as  in  other  years  —  nails,  for  instance,  will  not  be  as  plentiful.  There  will 
be  a  reduction  in  the  supply  of  nails  of  about  30  percent  under  the  amount 
available  in  1940. 


-although  a  farmer  probably  won'  t  have  much  trouble  getting  materials  for 
a  structure  like  a  chicken  house  he  will  have  trouble  if  he  wants  to  put  up  a 
building  that  would  require  scarce  metals.  Farmers  are  advised  not  to  plan  on 
any  new  buildings  that  would  require  plumbing  or  central  heating  equipment  or 
structural  steel  or  similar  critical  materials.   The  Office  of  Production 
Management  would  insist  on  strong  evidence  that  such  a  building  was  essential 
to  National  Defense  before  it  would  issue  the  necessary  priorities. 

### 

IText  we  have  an  item  which  gives  one  reason  we  are  faced  with  a  power 
shortage  in  various  parts  of  the  country.   The  Department' s  Soil  Conservation 
Service  reports  that  silting  of  major  power  reservoir?  in  four  states  alone  has 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  90  million  kilowatt  hours  of  electrical  energy  so  far 
this  year.   In  monetary  terms  this  loss  is  equivalent  to  at  least  $250,000  at 
the  lowest  rates  charged  for  electricity.   This  estimate  of  the  financial  loss 
caused  by  silting  comes  from  H.  H.  Dennett,  chief  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service, 
The  four  states  where  this  loss  of  power  occurred  are  North  and  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Alabama.   Silting  of  reservoirs  is  not,  of  course,  restricted  to 
these  four  states.  Unfortunately,  it  exists  to  some  extent  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  The  Soil  Conservation  Service  has  been  making  surveys  of  major  power 
reservoirs  throughout  the  country. 

Most  silting  of  reservoirs  is  caused  by  erosion  of  farm  lands.   Silt,  soil 
and  debris  is  carried  by  feeder  streans  from  points  where  land  is  eroding  and 
deposited  in  reservoirs.  Mr.  Dennett  says  that  this  sedimentation  can  be  largely 
prevented  ''oir   adoption  of  adequate  soil  conservation  measures.   Such  conservation 
measures,  of  course,  have  been  put  into  effect  in  many  sections  of  the  country 
in  recent  years  with  support  of  various  kinds  from  the  Department. 

Dor  instance,  in  the  south,  where  erosion  ip  more  severe  than  in  any  other 
section  of  the  country,  thousands  of  farmers  are  applying  conservation  measures 

(Over) 


such,  as  reforestation,  terracing,  strip-cropping,  contour  farming,  and  retiring 

badly  eroded  land  to  permanent  leguune  and  grass  crops.  These  farmers,  of  course, 
are  participating  in  the  national  farm  programs.   In  seven  Southern  states 
alone,  farmers  hare  organized  105  conservation  districts  covering  a  total  of 
114  million  acres.   It  is  by  such  efforts  that  American  farmers  are  maintaining 
and  increasing  the  productivity  of  our  land  not  only  for  the  present  hut  for 
future  generations. 

JL    JL    JL 
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Secretary  1:"ickard,   as  required  "o:/  law,    today  announced  that   the  1342  peanut 
marketing  quota  will  be  just  under  623,000   tons.     'This  applies  only  to  peanuts 
harvested   for  the   edible   trade.      On  the  basis  of  this  quota,   next   year's  acreage 
allotment   for  this  type  of  peanuts  will  be  approximately  1,500,000  acres  —  the 
same  as  for  this  year's  crop.     There  will  be  a  lot  more  acreage  of  peanuts  than 
that,   however,   because  the  Food-for-Preedom  program  asks  farmers   to  plant  at 
least   1,300,000  acres  of  peanuts   to  be  converted  into   oil   for  various  defense 
purposes.      lurther, -growers  are  being  encouraged  to   increase  the  acreage  of  pea- 
nuts  to   be  used  as   feed  for  hogs.      There   is  no   limitation  on  the  number  of  acres 
that   can  be  used  to   grow  peanuts   for  either  oil  or  as   feed  for  hogs. 

JL    Jl    JL 
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~.'s   have  one  more  item  today  that  fits  into  the  rood-for-Dreedom  program. 
The  Department ' s  ?arm  Credit  Administration  reports  that  during  July,  -august  and 
September  local  production  credit  associations  advanced  nearly  -5 S  ,500,000  to 
farmers  to  be  used  for  dairy,  pork  and  poultry  production.  Dairy  "nroduction 
loans  accounted  for  more  than  half  this  sum.  7hs   credit  associations  nov.r  have 
more  than  $205,000,000  outstanding  in  loans  to  farmer  members  —  the  largest 
total  for  this  time  of  year  in  the  seven  years  the  associations  have  been  making 
such  loans. 
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A  radio  talk  by  Wallace  L.  Kadderly,  broadcast  in  the  Department  of 

Agriculture's  portion  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Thursday, 
November  13,  1941,  by  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  Network  of 

the  National  Broadcasting  Company.  U, S.  Deparin 


Secretary  Wickard  spoke  at  the  75th  Anniversary  -meeting  of  the  National 
Grange  about  an  hour  ago,  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts.   Here  are  some  of  the 
highlights  of  his  speech. 

American  food  has  been  going  to  England  recently  at  the  rate  of  about 
250,000  tons  a  month.   This  represents  a  -substantial  part  of  the  British  diet, 
but  in  spite  of  these  shipments  the  British  arc  still  on  very  strict  rations 
of  most  of  the  so-called  vital  foods. 

Our  latest  information  on  British  diets  is  that  of  the  vital  foods  each 
person  is  allowed  just  3  ouro^s  of  cheese  a  week,  7  ounces  of  meat  a  week,  4 
ounces  of  bacon  and  ham  a  week,  and  2  eggs  a  month.  And  there  aren't  always 
enough  eggs  available  for  each  person  to  get  even  his  meager  two  a  month. 

•These  are  mighty  small  rations.   The  Secretary  drove  that  point  home  when 
he  said  that  almost  eny  American  could  eat  an  Englishman's  weekly  supply  of  cheese, 
meat  and  eggs  at  one  meal  and  not  feel  he  had  overeaten. 

Secretary  Wickard  said  he  gave  these  facts  ^n  British  rations  to  correct 
some  mistaken  ideas  about  British  food  supplies  that  have  been  spread  in  recent 
weeks.   The  facts  or.  British  food  were  reported  to  the  Secretary  by  Department 
officials  wh">  hav  e  been  in  England  lately. 

Outside  of  the  so-called  vital  commodities  the  food  picture  in  Britain  is 
brighter.   For  example,  flour  is  not  rationed.   Housewives  are  also  able  to  get 
about  all  of  the  pot-toes  and  most  of  the  vegetables  they  need  —  and  they  are 
getting  these  largely  by  ploitfing  up  the  parks  and  estates  and  growing  vegetable 
gardens  everywhere 

Farmers  have  to  choose  between  the  risk  involved  in  producing  a  little  too 
much  and  producing  a  little  too  little.   Secretary  Wickard  said  the  choice  is 
obvious:   The  risks  are  far  greater  if  we  produce  too  little  than  if  we  produce 
too  much.   He  also  pointed  out  that  the  farm  program  provides  many  safeguards 
against  injury  to  farmers  who  produce  abundantly. 

#  #  # 

Fitting  right  into  this  food  picture  given  by  the  Secretary  arc  purchases 
made  by  the  Department's  Surplus  Marketing  Administration.   Here  is  the  list  for 
last  week:   13  million  pound's  pork  meat  products;  lard,  10  million  pounds;  cheese, 
7  million  pounds;  dried  eggs,  a  million  pounds;  dry  dkim  milk  800,000  pounds; 
evaporated  milk,  a  million  cases;  corn-starch,  13  million  pounds;  dried  apples, 
four  and  a  half  million  pounds.   These  supplies,  of  course,  can  be  used  domesti- 
cally, to  meet  Red  Cr'ss  requirements,  or  exported  to  Britain  or  other  countries 
under  the  Lend-lease  Act.   In  addition,  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  made  a 
million  and  a  half  bushels  of  corn  and  5,000  bales  nf  cotton  available  for  lend- 
lease  operations. 

# 
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JSTEV/S  FBOM   THE  U.    S.   DEPARTMENT  OF  ACRICULTUI 

Radio   conversation  between  M.-  L.    DuMars   and  E.   J.   Howell   and  broadcast   in  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture's  portion   of   the  National  Farm   and  Home  Hour,   November  18 
1941,    by  stations   associated  with  the  "51ue  Network  of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company. 

— 00O00 — 

DuMARS: 

And  now.   Farm   and  Home   friends,    let's   turn  our  attention   for  a  moment,    to 
food  production  —  more   specifically  to   the  production  of  poultry  and  eggs  —  and 
dairy  products  —  all   foods   that   hold  a  big  place  in  our   "food  for  freedom"    oam-      '.' 
paign. 

HOWELL: 

..  and,  Duke,  let's  complete  the  story  with  a  comment  on  the  workers  who  are 
producing  this  food. 

DuMARS: 

That  would  be  the  farm  labor  situation.  Farm  and  Home  friends,  here's  E.  J. 
"Mike"  Howell,  of  the  Department's  Marketing  Service,  with  this  "high-light"  infor- 
mation. 

HOWELL; 

First  of  "11,  Duke,  our  egg  output  during  October  set  a  new  record  for  the 
month  —  over  6  and- a  half  million  cases  —  195  million  dozen. 

DuMABS: 

And  that's   a   sample   of  what    our  egg  production  has  been  all  through  1941, 
isn't    it  Mike? 

ROWELL: 

You're  right.      And   to  back  you  up  —   egg  production   for   the   first   10  months 
of  the  year  —  up   to   November   first was   the  greatest   on  record  for   that  period. 

DuMARS: 

Can  you  account  for  this  record  egg  production? 

ROWELL: 

Yes  ...  Rather  high  egg  prices  —  the  greatest  number  of  laying  hens  for  any 
October  since  1930  —  and  layers  that  averaged  slightly  over  8  eggs  during  the 
month  —  the  largest  October  average  on  record. 

DuMARS : 

..   and,    seems   to  me,    that's    reason   enough  for  the   record  October  egg  pro- 
duction.   —  Now,   Mike,    tell  us  what    the  chick  hatcheries  have  been  doing  up  to 
November  first. 

ROWELL: 

Producing  over  a  billion   chicks  —   since   the   first    of  the  year,    of   course. 

(over) 
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DuMAHS:  '  ■'  *  " 

So,  -our  hatcheries  have  finally  topped  the  billion  chick  mark.      I   recall 
that   here  on  the  Farm  and  Hone  hour  you've   said  it   looked  like  a  ""billion  chicks 
in  1941". 

RO'-.'ELL: 

Yes,    and  now  the  hatcheries   are   raising  their  sights  and   it   looks  as  though 
we'll  have  an  additional  50  million   chicks  by  the  end  of  the  year.      So,    our  chick 
output   this   year  will  top  even  the  previous   record  year  of  1939  by  150  million 
chi  c  -cs . 

DuMAHS: 

So  much  for  eggs   and  baby   chicks.      And  now,    what's   on  the  dairy  side   of  the 
picture? 

BDV3LL: 

Well,    on  the   first    of  November  milk  production  was  above  a  year  ago,   but 
each   cow  was  producing  about   the   same  as   last  year  —   that    shows  us   that   we're  milk, 
•ing  more  cows  than  we  were  a  year  ago.      Cheese  and   evaporated  milk  production  are 
considerably  greater  than  last  year.      Looking  ahead  —  apparently  we  will  produce 
more  milk  and  other  dairy  products  during  the  next   6  months    than  we  did  a  year  ago. 
However,    our   cutter  output  may  not   be  quite   so  high. 


DuMARS : 

Nov/,   Mike,   how  about   giving  us  that   comment  on  how  or  by  what  means,   we've 
accomplished  these   large   food  productions  —  I 'm   referring  to  your  story  about  our 
farm  workers. 

R0V3JLL: 

I    think  you'll   recall   that   most   of  our  farm   labor  reports   this  year  have 
told  of  fewer  farm  workers  than  we  had  a  year  ago. 

DuMARS: 

I    certainly  do   —  and  I'm   expecting  you   to   tell  us  pretty  much  the   same 
thing  about   the   farm   labor  situation  during  October. 

BOWELLi 

That's  what   I'm   going   to    tell   you  --  only,    compared  to   last   year,    the   supply 
of  workers  during  October  was  the   shortest   of  any  other  month  in  1941.     On  the 
first    of  November  there  were   less   than  10  and  a  half  million   farm  workers.      That's 
nearly  a  half  million  below  the   supply  on   the   first    of  November  last   year  —  and 
over  a  million  below  the  October   first   total.      The   number  of  farm  workers,    now,    is 
the   smallest    it's  been  for  any  November  first    since   1925. 

DuMARS: 

Our   farm  workers   are  mostly  family  members,   Mike.      But   I'm  wondering  whether 
the   reduction  in  laborers  you  speak  of  is    in  the   family,    or  hired-hand  group. 

RDVSLL; 

The  numbers  in  both  groups  declined  during  October.   Rut  compared  to  a  year 
ago,  there  are  slightly  more  family  workers  in  the  east  North  Central,  Mountain, 
and  Pacific  regions.   In  New  England  there  was  no  change.   Family  workers  dropped 
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off  the  most  in  the  west  South  Central,  and  in  the  South  Atlantic  area.   On  the 
other  hand,  the  number  of  hired  hands  fell  off  in  all  sections. 

DuMASS: 

I  imagine  the  reason  there  were  fewer  farm  workers  is  because  the  harvest 
work  is  practically  over. 

HOWELL: 

Yes,   but   there's  lots  of  harvesting  yet    to  be  done   in  the  areas  where   ex- 
cessive wet  weather  held  up  operations. 

DuMARS : 

So,  Mike,   we'll  keep  in  mind  that    our  egg  production  for  October  was    the 
largest   for  any  October  on  record.      We  have  more   laying  flocks   than  ever  before, 
and  those  laying  hens   are  averaging  more   eggs  per  bird  than  they  ever  have  before. 

HOWELL: 

That's   right,    Duke.      Remember,    too,    th~t    our  hatcheries  have  already  passed 
the  billion  -chick  mark,    and  production  will  probably  be   another  50  million  before 
the  year  is   over  —  dairy  production  will   continue   large  —  and  farm  labor  —  well, 
fever  men  in  that   kind  of  work. 

DuMASS: 

Farm  and  Home   friends,    in  this   report  on  poultry,    eggs,   dairy  products,   and 
farm   labor,    you've  heard  3.   J.   Mike  Rowell   of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
of  the  Department   of  Agriculture. 


t     #     if     if     # 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Or  AG-RICU1T 


A  radio  talk  by  John  C.  Baker,  and  broadcast  in  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture's portion  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Tuesday,  November  25,  1941,  by 
stations  associated  with  the  Blue  Network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

— ooOoo — 

There   have  been  a  number   of  developments   of  interest   to   farmers   generally  in 
the   last    few  days.     The  Department    is  now  in  process   of   establishing  a  nation-wide 
organization  of  farmers   and  department   workers   to  make  plans    for  a  prosperous   agri- 
culture in  the  post— war  period.      A  Department    committee   and  nine   regional   committees 
have  been  named  by  Secretary  V/ickard  to   draft   a  broad  three  point  program   to  become 
effective  when  the  world  war   is    over.      First   the  committee  will  plan  a  public  works 
program  to   conserve  and  buildup  the  Nation's  resources.      This  program  will  include 
plans   for  forest   development,    soil   conservation,    flood  control,    range   improvement 
and  other   similar  work. 

The  second  part  of  the  post-iirar  planning  will  include  provision  of  services 
needed  by  farm  people,    —   rural  housing,    for  instance,    electrification,   medical   care, 
education,    and  marketing  facilities. 

The   third  part   of  the  program  is   a  study  of  the  relations  between  agriculture 
and  industry  in  the  period  after   the  war.      The  national   and   regional   committees  will 
work  on  problems   such  as  industrial  decentralization  and  ways   of  maintaining  in- 
dustrial  outr>ut   and  employment  at   a  high  level  in  peace  time. 

The  burden  of  this  planning  job,    Secretary  T,7ickard  points   out,   must  be 
handled  on  a  state  and  local  basis   so   that   every  project   will  be  adapted  to   local 
needs.      Consequently,    the   organization  has  been  established  on  a  regional  basis  and 
the  post-defense  planning   committees  will  work  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Agri- 
cultural  colleges   and  the   State   and  county  agricultural  planning  committees,    which 
are  made  up   of  120,000   farm  men   and  women  in  1,900  counties. 

*    #   *    *   * 

The  Office   of  Production  Management   has  given  a  defense  rating  to   repair  and 
maintenance   supplies   for  irrigation  systems,   machine  and  repair  shops,    and  black- 
smith shops.     Irrigation   systems   are  the   life-line  of  Western  agriculture  and  the 
new  priority  vail   serve   to   safeguard  the   farms   of  that    region.      The  move  to  provide 
supplies   for  rural   service  and  repair  shops  will  help  to   assure    continued  operation 
of  farm  machinery  and  the   success   of  the   repair   campaign. 

***** 

The  values   of  the   free   school  lunch  nrogram  to   farmers   and  national   health 
are  presented  in  a  publication  just    issued  by   the  Department's  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics.      Among  the   facts   cited  are  that   more  than   five  million  kids   in 
some  67   thousand  rural  and  urban   schools,    will  be   eating  free   lunches   at   school 
this   winter.      Their  lunches   in  a  month  will  consume  over  56  million  pounds   of  food. 
—  Food  for  these   lunches   is   contributed  in  various  ways.      The  Department's   Surplus 

(Over) 
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Marketing  Administration  contributes  large- quantities  of  supplies  it  buys  on  the  mar- 
kets, thus  making  a  large  scale  program  possible. 


*  * 


The  Department  has  also  reported  on  the  advances  made  in  soil  conservation. 
There  are  now  some  three  million  farms  included  in  the  boundaries  of  soil  conser- 
vation districts.   Farmers  in  38  states  have  completed  the  organization  of  619  soil 
conservation  districts  which  cover  more  than  365  million  acres  of  farm  land.  How 
fast  soil  conservation  has  developed  in  the  United  States  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  this  work  of  organizing  districts  began  only  four  years  ago.   Farmers  in  the 
various  districts  are  aided  in  controlling  erosion  and  conserving  the  moisture  in 
the  soil.   The  districts  also  supply  information  on  soils,  cropping  practices, 
terracing,  pasture  improvement  and  ether  ways  of  conserving  the  resources  in  the 
land. 

— ooOoo — 
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ITEVS   J'HOI:  THE  U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF   AGRICULTURE 

A  radio  trlk  "by  Morse  Salisbury,  Office  of  Information,  broadcast  in  tie 
Department  of  Agriculture's  portion  of  the  National  Earn  and  Hone  Hour,  Friday, 
November  28,  1941,  by  stations  associated  vita  the  Blue  Network  of  the  National 

Broadcasting  Company. 


Vegetables  are  making  news  here  in  the  Department  this  week.   A  conference 
which  net  yesterday  and  again  today  is  working  on  the  problen  of  the  amount  of 
vegetables  which '  will  be  needed  for  canning  to  neet  domestic  needs  and  commit- 
ments under  the  Lend  Lease  Act  in  1942.   More  than  a  hundred  growers  and  canners 
and  extension  specialists  from  30  states  are  participating  in  the  conference. 
They  are   trying  to  determine  what  will  be  the  required  1942  pack  of  the  four 
major  canning  vegetables  —  tomatoes,  peas,  snap  beans,  and  corn.   Tentative 
estimates  of  the  needs  for  these  four  vegetables  prepared  by  the  Department1 s 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  —  were  laid  before  the  group  for  study. 

Hoy  E.  Hendrickson,  Administrator  of  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration, 
asked  the  experts  to  consider  the  problem  in  four  ways':  (l)  are  the  tentative 
goals  sufficient  to  meet  apparent  needs;  (2)  are  the'goals  practical  in  the  eyes 
of  producers  and  processors;  (3)  what  obstacles  are  in  the  way  of  reaching  these 
goals,  and  (4)  what  can  be  done  to  overcome  the  obstacles. 

To  meet  rising  domestic  and  Lend-Lease  needs  3AE  estimated  that  consider- 
ably larger  supplies  of  canned  tomatoes,  peas,  snap  beans  and  corn  will  be  needed 
next  year. 

*  #  *  *  * 

Every  farmer  who  needs  help  is  looking  to  the  supply  of  labor  that  will 
be  available  next  year  to  work  the  farm.   As  all  farmers  are  aware,  large  numbers 
of  men  who  normally  work  on  the  farm  have  been  going  into  defense  industry  and 
the  armed  forces.   LI.  Clifford  Townsend,  head  of  the  Department's  Office  of 
Agricultural.  Defense  Relations,  said  last  night  that  a  program  is  being  developed 
on  a  national  basis  to  assist  farmers  to  secure  the  manpower  necessary  to  meet  the 
1942  food  production  goals.  . 

Department  field  representatives,  Mr.  Townsend  said,  have  been  named  to 
regional  labor  supply  committees  to  contact  farmers  and  various  Government 
agencies  concerned  in  the  problem.   Cn  the  basis  of  present  information,  Townsend 
added,  farmers  should  not  be  seriously  handicapped  oj   labor  shortages  next  year 
if  all  possible  means  of  conserving  and  efficiently  utilizing  manpower  are 
employed. 

A  lot  of  spade  work  and  advice  come  from  Washington  but,  said  Mr.  Townsend, 
labor  supply  is  primarily  a  local  problem.   He  pointed  out  that  farmers  and 
Government  agencies  can  do  a  great  deal  toward  more  efficient  use  of  existing 
manpower  on  a  community  "basis.   Tnenever  all  local  and  state  means  have  failed  to 
meet  demands  the  problem  will  move  up  tnrough  the  regional  labor  supply  committees 
to  Washington. 

T  *F  ¥  T  ^ 

(over) 
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To  '-inc.  up  the  neT.vs  for  today  here  are  some  short  items  of  general 
interest: 

The  Department  today  listed  the  foods  which-  can  be  obtained  next  month 
with  "blue  stamps  under  the  Food  Stamp  Program.   Grapefruit- has  "been  added  to  the 
list  for  the  first  time  since  June,  otherwise  there  are  no  changes.   Butter, 
pork,  eggs,  and  various  vegetables,  fruits  and  cereals  are  again  on  the  list. 

*  *  *  *  * 

lianufacture  of  grapefruit  and  orange  pulp  is  being  encouraged  by  the 
Department.   These  are  relatively  new  export  products  and  they  are  wanted  to  meet 
British  needs  for  marmalade.   The  Department,  through  the  Surplus  Marketing 
Administration,  is  asking  for  offers  from  processing  firms  to  manufacture  the 
pulp  under  specifications  based  upon  British  needs.  Marmalade  is  a  favorite  item 
of  the  British  diet. 

*  *  *  '  *  * 

Various  rspects  of  the  ?ood-Fcr~Freedom  program  Trill   feature   the   Depart- 
ment' s   exhibit   at   the    International  Live   Stock  Exposition  to  be  held  in  Chicago 
from  November  25   to   December  6.      Special  production  practices  aimed  at    increasing 
supplies  of  pork  and  other  livestock  products  will  be   stressed  particularly. 
All   the   elements  of  the  program  v;ill   be   covered  in  one  form  or  another. 

***** 
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NEWS  FROM   THE  U.    S.    DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

A  radio  talk  by  John  C.   Baker,   broadcast   in  the  Department   of  Agriculture's 
portion  of  the  National  Farm  and  Eome  Hour,   Monday,  January  19,    1942,  by 
stations  associated  with  the  Blue  Network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

-0- 

Here  is  a  report  by  the  Department  on  the  amount  of  food  turned  over 
to  the  British  under  Lend-Lease.   The  report  covers  the  month  of  November  — 
current  figures  are  not  given  for  military  reasons.  During  November  the  Departme. 
delivered  to  British  representatives  a  total  of  450  million  pounds  of  food  to 
help  feed  the  men,  women  and  children  of  Britain.  This  food  cost  about 
$50,000,000. 

This  brings  the  amount  of  Lend-Lease  food  provided  the  British  by 
American  farmers  to  more  than  2,650,000,000  pounds  — that  is,  up  to  December  1. 
The  total  now  is,  of  course,  considerably  higher  than  that  but  just  how  much  can 
not  be  announced  at  present. 

Roy  Hendrickson,  the  Department's  Agricultural  Marketing  Administrator, 
points  out  that  war  in  the  Pacific  has  not  changed  the  basic  program  of  purchasin 
food  for  Lend-Lease  purposes.   The  Department  is  not  only  continuing  its  heavy 
purchases  to  help  feed  our  allies  but,  under  separate  congressional  authority,  is 
buying  food  and  feed  supplies  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  territories  —  such  as 
the  recently  announced  plan  to  ship  food  and  feed  to  Hawaii. 

These  figures  give  an  idea  of  the  amounts  of  farm  products  that  have  been 
sent  to  Britain:   milk  —  330  million  pounds;  eggs  —  close  to  90  million  pounds; 
cheese  —  80  million  pounds;  meat  products  —  270  million  pounds;  beans  —  ooo 
million  pounds;  corn  —  550  million  pounds;  lard  —  200  million  pounds;  cotton  — 
200  million  pounds;  tobacco  —  100  million  pounds,  and  large  quantities  of  many 
other  commodities. 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  announced  this  morning  that  it  will  sell 
100  million  bushels  of  wheat  for  feed,  to  help  livestock,  dairy,  and  poultry 
farmers  turn  out  the  meat  and  milk  and  eggs  that  are  needed  to  meet  the  productio. 

goals  for  1942.  The  wheat  that  will  be  sold  first  will  be  the  lower  grades in 

order  that  the  higher  grades  may  be  used  for  flour. 

Sales  of  built  wheat  for  feed  will  be  used  on  the  basis  of  an  agreement, 
protected  by  a  bond,  that  the  wheat  will  be  used  as  feed — either  cracked  or 
whole.   County  Committees  of  the  AAA  will  check  on  this,  and  also  will  have 
detailed  information  on  the  price  of  wheat  at  delivery  poinds. 


^ 
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NEWS  FROM   THE  U.    S.    DEPARTMENT   OF  AGRICULTURE 
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A  radio  talk  by  John  C.  Baker,-  broadcast  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture '  s;  pcrtion 
of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Thursday,  January  22,  1942,  by  stations  asso- 
ciated with  the  Blue  Network  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

— ooCoc  — 

Now a  roundut)   of    several   different   items  of   news  from   the   Department   of 

Agriculture.      The  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  has   just   issued  one   of   its 

regular  reports  on  the   acre-age  of  early  -potatoes  in  the    southern   states and 

that    situation  in  general   is  that  the   acreage   is   smaller   than  last  year tut 

larger  than  the  average   of    the   last   10  years.      These   early  potatoes  make  up  only  a 

small  percentage   of   the    total  production  of    Irish  potatoes   in   the   United  States 

but   they're   important   for  filling  in   the    supply  during  the    spring  and   summer. 

In   the    southern -most  areas southern  Florida  and  lower   Texas,   harvesting 

is   going  on  now on   just  under  12   thousand  acres  planted  last  fall. 


One   of   the    significant  changes   in   the  processing  of  farm  products,  that  has 
taken  place   in  recent  months  is   the  big   increase   in   the   breaking  of  eggs;    breaking 

eggs   is  a  business,    of   course not  an   accident.      Egg  breaking  plants  produced  less 

than  half   a  million  pounds  of  liquid  eggs   in  Decenber  of  1940 but   in  December  of 

1941   they   turned  out  over  12  million  pounds.      Some   of   these   eggs  were   frozen whicl" 

was   the   form   in  which  most   .Liquid  eggs  were    stored  up   to   1941 but  95  percent   of 

the   liquid  eggs  produced  last  month  were   dried.      Some   of   these   eggs  were  bought 
fresh and  others  came  out  of   storage. 

The    Surplus  Commodities  Corporation,    apart  of    the   Department   of  Agriculture, 
bought  over  9  million  pounds  of   dried  eggs  in  December,    and  up   to    day  before  yes- 
terday— had  bought  over  4  million  pounds  during  January. 

Dried  eggs  are  popular  these   days   for  making   shipments because    they  need 

only  a   small  fraction  of   the    space   fresh  eggs  would  require;    and  furthermore they 

can  be    shipped  without   refrigeration.      So   news   that   this  country  is  producing  about 

25  times  as  many  dried  eggs  in  a  month's   time as  was   the  case   a  year  ago is  good 

news. 


The   Department  of  Agriculture  has   issued  a  number  of  new  publications 
recently   in  which  you  may  be   interested.      One   is  a   reference  publication  that  a 

statistically  minded  person  will  find  useful although  perhaps   it    doesn't  make 

exactly   fascinating  reading.      It's   the    report  on  Agricultural   Statistics — and  is 

dated  1941.      Over  700  pages  of    statistics  about  agricultural  production and  it 

sells  for   75  cents and  can  be   ordered  from   the   Superintendent  of  Documents. 

Potato   growers  will   be   interested  in  a  new  bulletin  on  Potato   Diseases  and 

Their  Control.      It   describes  and  illustrates  most  of    the   common  potato    diseases anr 

gives  the   best  methods  of   controlling  each  of  them.      That's  a  free  publication — and 
is  available   from  the   Department  of  Agriculture.      Potato   Diseases  and  Their  Control. 
Number  1881. 

Then   there's  another  one  on  apple   varieties,    that   should  be   of   interest   to 
the  commercial  orchard  man   and  also    to    the  person  who   wants     just   a  few  aprle    trees 
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diseases  are  especially  serious and to  get  around  to  the  title  of  the  publi- 
cation  it  describes  the  principal  apple  varieties  grown  in  the  United  States 

tells  about  their  season flavor,  quality and  something  about  the  places  where 

they  do  best. 

Whether  you  grow  papayas  or  pineapples — or  not — and  most  of  us   don't you 

may  be  interested  in  a  new  publication  which  tells  about   the  enzymes  in  these   two 
fruits  that  make  meat   tender.      The  publication  is  listed  as  Circular   631.      It   tells 

how   to   get   solutions  of  the  enzymes  out  of  papayas  and  pineapples and  how   to  use 

them  for  making  meat  more    tender and  for  other  uses,      -a.11   these  publications 

except  the  one  on  Agricultural  Statistics  are  free  and  you  may  get  them  by  writing 
to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  Agricultural  Statistics  costs 
75  cents and  is  available  from  the   Superintendent  of  Documents,   Washington,    D.    C. 


An  item  of  interest   to    gardeners   is  the  announcement   today  of   the  National 
Gardening  Advisory  Committee.      It  will  be  headed  by  Governor  Prentice   Cooper,    of 
Tennessee.      Named  secretary  of   the  committee  is  Andrew  S.  Wing,   Editor  of   the 
Garden  Digest.      Others  on   the   committee   include   gardening  experts  in  various  parts 
of   the   country. 

The   committee  will  work  with  the   Department  and  other  agencies   to  make   the 
national   victory  garden  campaign  a   success.      The  committee   is  an  outgrowth  of   the 
recent   garden  conference   in  Washington  called  by  Secretary  Wickard  and  Federal 
Security  Administrator  Paul  McNutt. 

That  conference,    if  you  remember,    made  a  number  of   recommendations.      It 
suggested  that   each   State    set  up    standards  for  gardens  and  that  experts  in  each 
State  meet   and  formulate    specific  plans  for  a  garden  program.      The   conference 
urged  more   farm,    village,    community,    and   school  gardens  but  cautioned  the  public 
against  plowing  up  land   such  as  back  yards  and  parks. 


NE77S  FEOLi   THE  U.    S.    DEPARTMENT   OF  AGRICULTURE- 


A  radio    talk  by  John   C.    Baker,    Office   of   Infornation,    broadcast    in 
the    Department   of   Agriculture' s  portion  of    tre  National   Farm  and  Home  Hour, 
Monday,    January  26,    1942,    by   stations   associated  with   the  Blue   Network  of 
the   National   Broadcasting   Company. 

— ooOoo — 

Secretary  Claude  E.  Wickard  made  his  annual  official  report  to  Fresident 
Poosevelt  today.   Although  the  report  was  prepared  before  Pearl  Harbor  the 
Secretary  adds  a  postscript  in  which  he  outlines  the  tasks  of  agriculture  to- 
day and  for  as  far  ahead  as  can  be  seen. 

The  Secretary  points  out  that  agriculture's  war  job  is  more  urgent  and 
more  difficult  than  last  year1 s  defense  effort  but  is  the  same  in  cnaracter. 
The  job  is  to  provide  Food  for  Freedom,  in  proper  composition  and  in  abundant 
supply,  —  and  to  do  it  without  wasting  land,  labor,  or  machinery. 

Difficulties  which  will  challenge  farmers  in  their  efforts  to  meet  tne 
record-breaking  1942  production  goals  are  listed  by  the  Secretary.   These  dif- 
ficulties -  created  'oy   the  demands  of  war  on  labor,  machinery  and  equipment, 
will  be  greater  this  year  than  last,  the  Secretary  says.   Another  problem 
affecting  agriculture  is  the  reduction  of  imports  C3.used  by  the  spread  of  naval 
fighting  —  everyone  who  drives  a  car  or  a  tractor  knows  that  the  rubber  for 
the  tires  normally  comes  from  the  Far  East.   There  are  lots  of  other  examples 
of  squeezes  we  may  expect  from  interruptions  of  international  trade. 

Here  is  a  direct  quote  from  the  Secretary's  report:   "With  scantier 
facilities,  agriculture  must  produce  more.   New  motives  enter  the  agricultural 
assignment  because  defense  now  involves  fighting  as  well  as  production.   Pro- 
ducing foods  for  our  own  immediate  use  in  warfare,  as  well  as  for  the  use  of 
our  allies,  summons  every  participant  to  a  greater  unselfish  effort. " 

The  Secretary  also  stresses  the  need  for  reserve  supplies.   American 
farmers  are  asked  to  produce  not  only  enough  for  our  own  domestic  needs  and 
for  Lend-Lease  shipments  to  our  allies  but  enough  more  to  buila  up  stockpiles. 
We  have  large  quantities  x)f  cotton,  wheat  and  tobacco  on  hand  now  but  we  need 
to  build  up  reserves  of  such  foods  as  canned  porK,  canned  vegetables,  dried 
eggs  and  evaporated  milk. 

These  reserves  are  wanted  both  as  a  backlog  of  supplies  for  ourselves 
and  allies  but  to  give  hope  to  the  conquered  and  starving  people  of  Europe  - 
this  food  may  encourage  them  to  fight  against  their  oppressors.   The  Secretary 
believes  that  if  we  have  food  ready  to  pour  into  the  occupied  countries  and 
even  into  Germany  as  soon  as  the  war  is  won,  Hitler' s  strength  will  crumble 
sooner  than  could  otherwise  be  expected,   Darge  food  reserves  would  also  have 
much  to  do  with  writing  the  peace. 


One  indication  of  the  need  for  greater  production  is  the  growing  amount 
of  food  being  purchased  by  the  Department.   Today  the  Surplus  Marketing 
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Administration  announced  the  volume   of   the   food  purchases  made   in  December. 
This  food  is  used  for  various  purposes  -   including  Lend-lease,    Red.  Cross, 
school   lunches,    distribution  to  public  aid  families,    and  tc  build  up  reserves. 
The   total    bought   during   December  amounted  to  30  million  dollars  -  20  million 
dollars  rorth  higher   than  in  November.      The   total  buying    since  last  March  — 
Hi  en  expanded  operations  began  under   the   pressure   of   defense  —  amounted  to 
more  than  600  million  dollars  at  the   beginning  of  this  year. 

The   purchases  in  December  included  food  and  livestock  feed  for  Hawaii; 
under  a   recently  announced  program   supplies  are  made   available  for   the   civilian 
population  of   the  Hawaiian  Islands,    and  December  was   the   first  month   in  which 
supplies  were  bought  for  use   in  Hawaii. 

In  addition  to  the   food  purchases,    considerable   quantities  of  non-food- 
stuffs —   such  as  cotton,    tobacco,    and  gum  rosin  —  were  made   available  by 
Commodity  Credit   Corporation  for  Lend-lease   operations. 


A  development   to    ease   the  pressure   of  labor  needs  on  farms  was   announced 
by  the    Department   day  before  yesterday.      Plans  have   been  made   to   construct 
18  mobile   camps  for  farm   laborers  and  their  families   along  the   Eastern  Sea- 
board.     These   camps  will   accomodate  2,700  families. 

The   camps  — operated  by  the   Farm   Security  Administration  —  will  move 
with  the   farm  workers  from   one   crop  area   to   another  as   the   season  advances  and 
as  new  crops   are  ready  for  harvest. 

"ith  the  18   new  camps   there  will   be   a   total   of  101    stationary  and  mobile 
migrant   labor   camps  in  operation  or  under   construction  by   the  Farm    Security 
Administration.      The  expansion  "'ill   provide  quarters   for  20,000  families  at 
any  one   time   and  there's   enough  turn-over    so   that  about   75,000   families  will 
be  housed  in  any  12  month  period. 


This  item  from  Argentina  gives   an  indication  of -how   the  war   affects 
Latin- America.      Argentina  has  one  egg-drying  plant  —  with   capacity  for   drying 
a  million  eggs   dally  —   already  in  operation,    another   almost  ready  to  go,    and 
plans  for  a   third  plant.      These  plants  are   a  result  of   shipping  shortages 
which  compelled  3ritain  to   stop  her  large   imports  of   shell  eggs  from  Argentina. 
The   saving   of   shipping   space  by  eggs   in  dried  form  will   enable   the   South 
American  nation  to   resume   its  exports  of   eggs   to   the   British  Isles. 


_ 
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NEffS  FROL  THE  U.    S.    BEPAECMEMT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

A  radio    talk  by  John  C.    Baker,    Office   of    Information,    broadcast   in   the 
Department   of  Agriculture's  portion  of    the   National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, 
Tuesday,    February  10,    1942  by  stations  associated  with   the   Blue   Network. 

— 00O00 — 

Jack  Frost  has    struck  a  blow   for  freedom.      This  amazing  fellow  who 
delights   the   children  with  his  pretty  designs  on   the  window  pane  has   turned 
out   to   be   a   saboteur  in   Germany.      He  ut>set   the   Nazi    timetable  on  potato 
production.      He   came   early  and  cut   into   German  potato  production  by  200  mil- 
lion bushels.      How  do  we  know?     We.ll,   my   source  of   information   is   the   current 
issue   of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,   a  publication  put  out  by  the'  Department 
of  Agriculture's  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.      It    says   the   1941 
German  potato   crop  was  below   that  of   1940  by  200  million  bushels.      And  the 
Nazis  blame   frost.      They're   not  at  all  happy  about   it   either.      In  their  diet, 
potatoes  are   very  important.      Several   German  cities  already  report    shortages, 
and,    it '  s  reported,    German  farmers  may  be   forced  to   cut   do'^n  en  feeding 
potatoes   to  hogs.      In   fact,    they  may  have'  to   cut   down  on  the  number  of  hogs. 


In  contrast   to    the    shortages  of   food  and  feed  .in  Nazi  Europe    is  -this 
story  from  Argentina:      Although  Argentina  has  cut   its  corn  acreage    to    the 
lowest  figure   in  more    than   ten  years,    the  nation   still  faces  a  very  heavy 
surolus.      On  next  April   1  —   the  beginning  of   the  new  marketing  season  — 
Argentina  expects  a  corn  carryover  of  more   than  300  million  bushels.      Because 
her  exports  have  been   seriously  affected  by   the  war,   Argentina  has  had  a  heavy 
corn   surplus  for  the   last    two  sears.      She    sees  little  possibility  of  avoiding 
a  heavy   surplus  for  the    third  consecutive  year  unless   domestic   requirements 
go  up  and  new  export   outlets  are   found.      This,    of   course,   noses  a   serious 
economic  problem  for  Argentina. 


Talk  about  corn  almost   inevitably  leads   to    talk  about  hogs.      As  many 
farmers   say,    hogs  are  corn  on  the  hoof.      This  is  about  hogs  up   in  Canada. 
They're   going  to  be   larger. 

Here's   the  point:      Canada  as  you  know   is   sending  a  lot   of  food  over   to 

England.      Eut  Canadian  farmers  have   run  into   some    difficulty   they 

haven't  been  able    to    send  as  much  bacon  and  ham  as   they  had  hoped  to  under 
the  Anglo-Canadian  bacon   agreement. 

Canada  undertook   to    ship  600  million  pounds  of   thes^  pork  products 
to   the   British  during  the  present  marketing  season.      They  planned  to    ship 
13  million  pounds  each  week  for  the   first   three  months  —  but   they  fell   two 
million    short  on  the  average.      The   goal  admittedly  was  a  big  job   for   the 
Canadian  hog  industry  and   it   isn't    surprising  that   they  have  had   some   dif- 
ficulty in  filling  the   quota.      Canada  has  now   taken  another  tack   in  an 
effort   to   fulfill   the   agreement.      The   Canadian  bacon  board  has  acted  to 
prohibit   the    slaughter  of  hogs  weighing  less   than  170  pounds,    and   the  Board 
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is  urging  fanners  to  feed  their  hogs  to  200  to  210  pouDds  "before  marketing 
them*  With  this  extra  poundage  on  each  animal  the  Canadians  hope  to  make  up 
the  deficit  during  the  rest  of  the  marketing  season. 


One  of  the  war  services  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  is  in 
the  field  of  permanent  and  temporary  housing  for  war  workers  ~  particularly 
in  areas  where  there  has  "been  a  large  influx  of  labor  to  man  the  war  industrie; 
The  Farm  Security  Administration,  it  was  announced  today,  has  been  assigned 
by  the  President  to  build  24  more  new  housing  projects.   Farm  Security  now 
has  "been  assigned  to  construct  a  total  of  50  temporary  war  housing  projects  — 
consisting  of  nearly  30,000  trailers,  dormitories  and  other  housing  units. 
Nearly  eight  thousand  are  actually  completed  and  ready  for  use. 

The  President  assigned  Parm  Security  this  part  in  providing  housing 
for  workers  in  war  industry  "because  of  the  agency1  s  experience  in  building 
and  operating  mobile  labor  camps  for  migratory  farm  labor.  We  have  talked 
about  that  job  of  Parm  Security  Administration  at  various  times  in  the  past. 
It's  an  important  task  and  one  likely  to  become  mere  important  in  the  future. 


WwUnnr 
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HEWS  ij'ROK  THE  U.    Si    DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

A  radio  talk  by  John  C.  Baker,  Office  of  Information,  "broadcast  in  the  Department 
of -Agriculture's  portion  of  the  Kational •  Fafm and-  Home  Hour,  Mondays  February  16, 
1942,    over  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  .He. t work. 

—  O.oOoo— 

The  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration  has  announced  some   changes  in  its 
program  which  will  encourage  farmers   cooperating  in  the  program  —   and  that  includes 
about   nineteenths  of  .the  farmers  in ., the  nation  —  will  encourage   them  to    step  up 
their  production  of   the   crops   that   are -needed  most.      The  entire  program  is  being 
readjusted  to   stimulate   the  Food  for  Freedom  idea,    and  at   the   same  time  maintain 
soil   conservation  measures. 

Here  are   some  of  the  new  provisions  of  the  AAA.  program  for  1942.      The  Triple- 
A  has  authority  now  to   furnish  soybean   seed  and  castor  "bean   seed  to   farmers  in  cer- 
tain areas  of  the -south  and  southwest.      This  is   a  step  to  boost   the  production  of 

oil.      And  another  change with  the  sajne  idea,  in  mind- — more  oil provides  that 

peanut  growers   can  get  a  full  payment   on. peanut  acreage  allotments only  if  they 

plant   at   least  80  per  cent   of  their  allotment.      Besides   the  allotted  acreage — — 

totaling  1,600,000  acres the  nation  needs  3,400,000  acres  more  planted  to  peanuts 

for  oil  alone. 

Another  change  in  the  AAA  program provides  that  potato  growers   also  must 

plant   at   least   80  per  cent   of  their  allotted  acreage   to   qualify  for  payments. 

Last  year- — and  for  several  years  previous,    rice  growers  were  penalized  if 
they  planted  over  their  allotted  acreage;    in  1942,    there  will  be  a  penalty  if  they 
plant  under  the  allotment. 

This  year,    farmers  may  plant  up  to   130  per  cent   of  their  corn  allo-tment  with- 
out  losing  any  payments  other  than  those  on   corn.      One  on  wheat wheat   acreage 

that   is  destroyed  by  causes  beyond  control  of  the  grower hail,    grasshoppers, 

flood  and  so   on can  be   replaced  with  some   other  crop  and  it  will  not  be   counted 

as  having  been  planted  to   wheat.     Another  new  provision  adds  rye  to   the   list  of 
pasture   crops   that   will  be   counted  as   soil  conserving. 

There  are  details  which  the   local  AAA  committeemen  will  explain   to  farmers, 

but   the  effect  of  these  new  provisions  in  the   triple- A  program  is  to   give  farmers 

more  incentive  to  produce   the  things  that   the  nation  needs  in   the  big  job  of 
fighting  this  war. 

Another  part   of  the  Department's  program   to   encourage  increased  production  is 

supporting  the  price  of  different   commodities  by  purchases  on  the  open  market 

and  last  week  the  Department   announced  a  new  scale  of  prices  for  eggs  on   the  mercan- 
tile  exchanges  in  Few  York  and  Chicago.      These  are   the  two   most  important  markets 

for  eggs and  prices  there  are   close  to   the  national  average  prices   that   farmers 

get.      The  price  at  which  Fresh  Graded  Firsts  will  be  bought  in  Chicago   is  27-1/2 
cents  a  dozen;    on   the  Hew  York  market,    there  are   three  different   grades  for  which 
prices  are  set,    and  they  range  from  28-1/2  to  30-1/2  cents. 
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We're  getting  'into' "the   season  yhen  kens  .are   laying  more  eggs — and  usually 
the  price   slides  downhill.      When  the  price  gets  down  to   the   level  that  has  "been 
announced— the  Department  wilL  begin  to  buy  any  eggs'  of fered  at   those  prices. 

This  puts  a  floor. under  the  price 'and  egg  producers  know  they  can  get   at.  least 

those  prices   for  their  eggs — -so   they1 11  keep  their  flocks  producing  at  full 

speed.      The  price  may  "be   changed  every  few  weeks to   adjust   for  the  usual  changes 

that   take  plaxe  during  the  season.      "~ 

One  of  the  new  food  weapons- Of' war- that   is  prominent  now  is   concentrated 

fruit    juice especially  concentrated' citrus   fruit    juices      It's  valuable  "because 

it^s   so   rich  in  Vitamin. G.      Arrangements  have  beeh';ma'de  for  the  Florida  Citrus 
Canners  Cooperative   at  Lake  Wales,-'  -Florida,    to  put  up  a  plant   that  will  turn  out 
300   thousand -gallons  of  concentrated  orange  and  grapefruit    juice  a  year.      Another 

Florida  plant  was  approved  earlier with  a   capacity  of -200  thousand  gallons  a 

year.      .When  these  plants  get  into   operation   the  government  will  have  first   claim 
on  "buying  the    juices,    either.for  Lend-Lea.se  or  for  other  purposes. 

The  Department  "today  urged  farmers  who"' re  planning  to  grow  f lax  this  year 
to   get    seed  early.      Flax  is  -one  of 'the   oil-yielding  crops   scheduled   for  a  sub—" 
stantial  increase   this  year — —34  per  cent   over  1941.     -There   should  "be  enough  good 
seed  available,    "but  with  such  a  "big  -increase  it's  possible   that  there  may  be  some 
places  where   seed  will  run  short.-  if  everyone  waits  until,  about  planting  time,  to 
buy  his  seed.      Getting  the  seed  now  i  s  a,  stitch  in  time to   save  worry  later  on. 

Secretary  Wickard  and  the  Director' of  the  office  of  Defense  Health  and  Wel- 
fare  Services,    Paul  V.   MciJutt,    sent  a  joint   letter  to   the  governors  of  all  the 
states   late   last  week,    suggesting  that   each  governor  proclaim  one  week — —before 
the   first   of  March  as  National  Garden  Enrollment   Week.      This  would  be  one   of  many. 

steps  in   the  direction  of  getting  more  gardens on  the  farms in   suburban  areas 

and  in  towns,    where  families   have  enough  ground  for  a' home  garden;    to  produce 

more  of  their  own  food and  leave  just  that  much  more  of  the   commercial  produc- 
tion for  use  by  the  fighting  forces  of  this  nation  and  our  allies. 
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News  From  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

A  radio  talk  by  M.  L.  DuMars,  Office  of  Information,  broadcast  in  the  Depa i-tment  of 
Agriculture's  portion  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Eour,  "ednesday,  February  25, 
1942,  by  stations  associ- ted  with  the  Blue  Network. 

Lead-off  story  today  is  news  about  redeeming  corn  now  under  loan. 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  announced  a  few  days  ago  a  plan  to  encourage 
farmers  with  corn  under  loan  out  of  the  crops  of  1938  and  '39  to  redeem  the  loans 
early.  These  loans  mature  on  the  first  of  August,  but  if  they  could  be  redeemed 
now  it  would  release  feed  that  farmers  may  need,  and  if  any  of  the  corn  is  to  be 
moved  to  market  there  would  be  advantages  in  moving  it  now,  before  the  rash  of 
spring  work  in  the  Corn  Belt  and  before  the  peak  of  the  spring  transportation  lo&cx. 
This  com,  about  150  million  bushels  of  it,  is  stored  in  sealed  bins  on  the  farm. 

The  farmer  receives  a  half  cent  a  month  for  storing  each  bushel  of  ^r^in but  he 

must  pay  interest  on  his  loan — ordinarily  it  would  be  cheaper  for  him  to  wait  until 
the  end  of  the  loan  period  to  redeem  the  loan.  But  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
announces  that  farmers  who  will  redeem  their  loans  between  now  and  the  end  of  April 
can  do  it  at  61  cents  a  bushel — which  is  the  same  rate  they'd  pay  if  they  waited 

until  the  first  of  August and  is  about  two  cents  a  bushel  less  than  the  normal  pric 

they'd  pay  if  they  were  to  redeem  now. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  calls  attention  of  the  beekeeping  industry  to 
opportunities  for  producing  more  honey  and  more  beeswax —  and  to  the  advantages  of 
having  more  bees  to  pollinate  blossoms  of  many  kinds  which  need  bees  in  order  to 
produce  seed  or  fruit. 

The  V7ar  Production  3oard  has  recognized  the  importance  of  beekeeping by 

granting  a  very  high  rating  A-3  on  the  manufacture  of  beekeeping  supplies,  up  to 
100  per  cent  of  the  1940  level. 

In  another  order,  beekeepers  are  given  the  right  to  buy  80  percent  as  much 
sugar  as  they  bought  last  year,  and  if  that  isn't  enough  they  may  appeal  to  the 
sugar  section  of  the  V.'ar  Production  Board  for  more. 

Another  aid  to  beekeepers  is  an  order  which  provides  tin  in  unlimited  amounts 
for  packaging  honey so  long  as  it's  in  five  pound  packages  or  larger. 

If  the  bee  business  becomes  as  large  as  Department  bee  men  expect the 

package  bee  business  in  the  South  will  be  booming  this  year and  early  reports 

already  received  indicate  that  orders  for  package  bees  are  much  heavier  than  usual. 


Another  piece  of  good  news  for  American  farmers  is  found  in  the  Price 

Administration  order a  couple  of  days  ago freezing  prices  for  fertilizers. 

Starting  February  27 that's  Friday  of  this  week no  fertilizer  dealer  can  sell 

mixed  fertilizers,  superphosphate,  or  potash  at  prices  higher  than  the  -orices  he 
charged  during  the  period  from  February  16  to  20.   This  affects  the  sale  of 

(over) 


fertilizers  in  lots  of  250  pounds  and  larger and  of  course  most  fertilizers 

for  use  on  farms  are  "bought  in  rather  large  quantities. 

Price  Administrator  Henderson  says  ohat  within  the  next  few  days action 

will  "be  taicen  to  put  ceilings  on  prices  of  nitrogen  fertilizers — but  this  has  not 
been  done  as  yet. 

Fertilizer  is  going  to  be  essential  in  helping  farmers  reach  the  high 

marks  of  production  that  have  been  set  for  1942 and  putting  a  lid  on  fertilizer 

prices  will  give  a  boost  to  the  whole  production  effort. 


MEWS  FROM  THE  U.S. DEPARTMENT  OF 
AGRICULTURE 


U.S.  Department  oi  AgncuU 

A  radio   talk  by  M.    L.    DuMars ,   Radio   Service,   Broadcast   in   the   Department  of  Agri- 
culture's portion   of   the  National   Farm  and  Home  Hour,   Monday  *   March 
stations   associated  with  the  Blue  Network. 
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The  Department   announced   today  the   total  value  of  agricultural  products   that 
it   has  "bought   in  the   first   full  year  of  the  expanded  purchase  program.     As  you  know 
the   Department  has  "bought   commodities    for  a  number  of  years    to  prevent  price-break- 
ing bulges   in  market    channels   and  distributed  these   foodstuffs    to   low-income 
families   and   for  school  lunch  programs.      Some  commodities   also   went  to  the  Red  Cross, 
Last  March  15   this  program  was   stepped  up  to  buy  food  for  the  hard-pressed  British 
under  the  terms   of  the  I- end-Lease  Act. 

From  March  15,    1941  to   the  middle   of  this  March,    the  Agricultural  Marketing 
Administration  bought   800  million   dollars   worth  of  farm   commodities   largely   for  lend- 
lease   shipment.      These  products  weighed  more  than  sever:  and  a  half  million  pounds. 
Meat,    dairv   and  poultry  products    amounted  to  more   than  half  of  all  the  purchases  — 
we  were  committed  to    furnishing  the  British  vdth  a  quarter  of  all  the  protein   foods 
in   their  diets.      There   were  large   amounts   of  many  other   commodities,    including  such 
non-food  items   as   cotton,    tobacco   and  naval   stores.      Most   of  the  non-food  items   '-'ere 
made  available   oy  Commodity  Credit   Corporation. 

During  the  year  the   lend  lease  part   of  this    food-purchasing  program  was 
extended  to   include   others   of  our  Allies.      Russia  and  China  are   eligible  to   receive 
the  products   of  the  American   farm;    in   fact,    any  nation  of  the  United  Nations   that 
needs   our  foodstuffs   is   on  the  list   for  just  as  much  as  we  can  spare  and  ship.     We 
are  all  in  this   war  together,    and  if  any  of  our  Allies  need   food  its   our  job  to  help 
as  much  as  possible. 

The  purchase  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Administration  during  this   first 
full  year  included  these   totals:      Meat  products,    3237,000,000;    dairy  and  egg 
products,    S. 382,000, 000;    vegetables,    $26,000,000;    fruit,    344,000,000;    grain  and 
grain  products,    320,000,000;    fish,    323,000,000;    vitamin  concentrates,    34,000,000; 
and  non- foods  tuffs,    $17,000,000".      In   addition,    Commodity  Credit  made  available 
$133,000,000  worth  of  various  products   for  Lend-Lease   shipment. 


The  Department   took  further  steps   over  the  weekend   to   stabilize  prices   of 
dairy  products  —  butter  will  be   supported  at  a  minimum  of  35   cents  a  pound   for  the 
rest   of  this  year.      Before  the  end  of  the   year  a   further  determination  on  price 
support  policy  will  be  announced.      The  36    cent  price  will   apply  to  32-score   butter, 
carlot   basis,    at  Chicago   with     comparable  prices    for  other  grades.      The  objective 
is   to  assure  adequate  production   of  dairy  products  —  vitally  needed  by  ourselves 
and  our  Allies    throughout  the  war  and  perhaps   afterward,   also. 

Secretary  Wickard  made  this   comment  when  the  announcement   was  made:    "It  is 
essential  that  milk  production  be  maintained.      A  large  volume  of  evaporated  milk, 
dry  skim  ©ilk  and  cheese   is  being  supplied  to   our  Allies  under  the  Lend  Lease 
Program.     Since   the  available   supplies   of  fats   and  oils  have  been  reduced  by  war 
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jhe  Pacific,  continued  large  production  of  "butter  is  also  needed. 

"The  price  of  "butter  is  a  significant  barometer  of  dairy  production.   Sutter 
pAces  have  been  supported  at  just  over  34  cents  a  pound  recently  --  a"bout  85  per- 
cent of  parity.  In  view  of  higher  costs  of  feed  and  labor,  however,  this  price  is 
not  adequate  to  maintain  the  production  of  milk  at  a  sufficiently  high  level." 

The  Secretary  pointed  out  that  if  milk  production  should  "be  substantially 
reduced  the  effects  on  consumers  -would  "be  serious.  A  reduced  supply  would  result 
in  sharp  advances  in  prices;  in  fact  everyone  concerned  would  "be  injured  "by  such  a 
development. 

At  the  same. time,  the  Secretary  gave  assurances  that  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Administration  would  continue  to  buy  cheese  and  evaporated  milk  and  dry 
skim  milk  in  large  quantities r 

*  *    *    * 

Here  is   a  story  from  Canada  — "  the   Canadian  C-overnment   is   anxious   to   increase 
wool  production  because  of  increased  demand  for  wool  and  the  uncertainty  of  supplies 
from  Australia  and  New  Zealand.      In  recent  years   Canada  has  been  importing  nearly 
five   times  as  much  wool   as   she  produces   at  home.      To   obtain  greater  production  the 
Canadian  Government  la  s  undertaken   to  provide  a  stable  market  at   guaranteed  prices. 
A  wool  board  has  been  set  up  with  authority  to  purchase  and  sell  both  domestic  and 
foreign  wools    from  now.  until   a  year  aft-r  the   end  of  the  war*      The  board  will  alss 
'grade,    store,    allocate,    transport   and- distribute  wool  ami.,  wool  products.      The  prices 
the  3o-^rd  will  pay  have  not  yet  been  announced  but  they  are   expected  to' be  higher 
than  those  for  the  1941   clip. 

The  Office   of  Foreign  Agricultural  delations   of  the  U.S.    Department   of 
Agriculture." "believes   that   wool  production   can  be   substantially  increased  in   Canada 
providing  there  is  an  assured  market  at   favorable  -orices.      This  is  what   the 
Canadian  Government   intends  to  bring  about  through  this   new  program. 

*  *   *   * 
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Broadcast  by  M.    L.    DuMars  in  the   Department  of  Agriculture's  poition  v£   Ihe  Matl6hal 
Farm  and  Home  Hour  Wednesday,  April  15,   1942,    by  stations  associated  with  the  Blue 
Network. 

— ooOoo — 

Over  in  one  corner  of   the  poultry  yard  are    seven  hens. . . .average  American 
hens.      Look  at   them.      Nothing  unusual-looking  about   them.     Just  hens — white,    red, 
buff,    or  barred.      But   those   seven  average  hens  are  laying  more  eggs  now  than  nine 
hens  were  laying  a  little  over  20  years  ago. 

Six  of  the  hens  walk  away.      Look  at  the   average  hen  that's  left.      Take  a 
good  look.      She  lays  110  eggs  in  a  year.      The  average  hen  in  1909   laid  only  84  eggs. 
That's  an  increase   from  84  in  1909   to   110  in  1941. 

The  research  people  of  the   Department  of  Agriculture   say  the   increase   in 
output  Toer  hen  has  accompanied  advances  in  poultry   research,   commercial  hatchery 
developments,   better  poultry  management,   and  official  poultry  improvement  programs. 
Most  of  the  progress  has  come,    they  say,    since   1935.      That's  when   the   National 
Poultry  Improvement  Plan  was  established  to  coordinate  federal,    State,    and  commercial 
efforts  to   improve  poultry  and  egg  yields. 

By  means  of  a  little  arithmetic,   you  can   figure  out   that   the  hens  on  farms 
last  year  laid  5  billion  715  million  eggs  more   than  they  would  have   laid  if  no 
improvement  has  been  made    since   1935. 

Those  extra  eggs  are  food  for  freedom.      They  are  also  proof   that  improved 
production  methods  will   step  up   farm  production. 

Farmers  worried  about  local   labor  shortages,    shortage  of   new  farm  equipment, 
and  various  other  production  difficulties  are   finding  it  necessary   to   increase    their 
efficiency.      Their  improvement  of  egg  production  proves   they  can  do   it. 

You'll  also  want   to   know  about  a  new  effort  to   improve  the   quality  of  900 
million  pounds  of  American  cheese.      That's  the  amount   that  the  United  States  will 
turn  out   this  year  if  we  meet   the  production  goals. 

The  quality-improvement  plan  is  this:     Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  specialists 
will  help   State   extension  agencies  establish  factory  methods  that  will  eliminate 
undergrade   cheese. 

American  cheese  purchased  by  the   Government   in  the   food  for  f  reedom  program 
must  grade  at  least   No.    1.     Low   grades  will  break  down  and  develop  off  flavors  if 
they're  exposed  to   high  temperatures,    as  they  may  be  when   shipped  to  our  Allies. 
Several  hundred  new  cheese  factories  are  in  operation  this  year.      And,   as  Mr.    Kelly 
said  a  few  moments  ago,   many  farmers  are   selling  whole  milk  to   cheese  factories  for 
the   first  time.      These  facts  mean  that   the  percentage  of  low-grade   cheese  may  in- 
crease  this  summer.      That's  the  reason  for  the  effort  by  the  Bureau  of  Dairy 
Industry  and  State   Colleges  to  establish  methods  which  will  eliminate   low  grades. 

#  #  *  #  # 
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NEW  FROM  THE  DEPART: :-'3UT   OP  AGRICULTURE 


Broadcast  "by  ...    L.   Duliars  in  the  Department  of  Agri culture t-s  -portion  of  the  national 
Farm  and  Home  Hour,   Thursday,.  April  23,    1942  'ever  stations  associated  with  the  Blue 
network.  ,  '  ■  ;.    .  \-  ' 
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War  in  the  Far  East   is  affecting  American  life  in  many  ways.      You  know  the 
rubher  situation.      You  also  know  that  American  farmers  are  planting  greatly  in- 
creased acreages  of  peanuts,    soybeans,    and  flax  to  make  up  for  oils  we   can  no   longer 
import  from  the  Orient. 

Today  the  Department  announces  a  new  war  crop' — -  Waxy  Iowa  Hybrid  939.   It's 
a  new  kind  of  corn  to   replace  the   supplies  of  taoioca  -cut  off  by  the  war.      lou  might 
have  heard  about   this   crop  anyway  in  a  year  or  twof   the  war  brings  it   to  our  atten- 
tion today. 

The  Department  is.! now  growing  a  winter  crop  of  foundation"  seed  in  the  green- 
houses at   the  Belt svi-lle,    Maryland,    Research  Center.     All   the   seed  we  have  will  be 
used  for  seed  production  this-  year.      With  normal  growing  weather  this   should  supply 
some  grain  for  commercial  production  of  the  tapioca  substitute  in  1943.      By  1944 
farmers   can  probably  produce  enough  of  the  new  corn  to  meet  industrial  needs.     By 
1945  we   c^n  probably  depend  on  the  new  crop  for  food. 

'  What  are  the  industrial  uses  of  tapioca?     Well,    there  are  many.      One  is  very 
familiar.      Taoioca  is  the  adhesive  on  your  postage   stamps  and  envelopes. 

Waxy  corn  is   sort  of  an  "ugly  duckling."     By  that   I  mean  that   for  years  no- 
body wanted  it.      The  original  waxy  corn  came   to   the  Department   years  ago.      It  was 
just   a  curiosity.      Then,    a  few  years  ago  Dr.   R.   M.   Eixon  at   the  Iowa  Agricultural 
Experiment   Station  discovered  the    starch  of  this  corn  was  more   like   the   starch  from 
root   crops  than  the   starch  commonly  obtained  from  corn. . 

Dr.   &•-£•.  Jenkins,    now  in  charge  of  corn  investigations  of  the  Department, 
set   about  in  ,the  winter  of  1936-37  to  produce  a  waxy  hybrid  that  would  be   suitable 
for  the  Corn  Belt. '  As  the  ugly  duckling  fable  would  put  it,    the   "duckling"   began 
to   show  possibilities  of  turning  into  a  "beautiful  white   swan." 

Ordinarily,    the   scientists  would   confine  their  work  to  the  greenhouses  for 
another  ye.-r  or  two.      But  because  of  the  war  they're  getting  the   seed  ready  for 
commercial  production  early.     Even  if  the  yield  is   lower  than  it  would  be  if  the 
scientists  had  time  to   improve  the   seed  further,  any  amount  is   100  percent  more  than 
nothing. 

Hobody  knows  whether  waxy  corn  starch  can  permanently  compete  with  tapioca; 
that  will  probably-  depend  on  relative  costs  of  production.  But  for  now,  we  know  we 
can't  get  tapioca  from,  the  Netherlands  Indies,  where  most  of  our  sup-plies  have  come 
from.  Wev  can  use  Waxy  Iowa  Hybrid  939  to  replace  tapioca  in  specialized  industrial 
uses. -"'And  later,  it  may  take  the  place  of  tapioca  in.  puddings.  The  scientists  say 
it's  good  enough,  as  far  as  that's  concerned.  You  may  hear  more  about  that  in,  say, 
1945. 
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Cuba  also  is  turning  to  new  sources  of  supply  as  a  result,  of  the  war*  in  the 
Par  East.    -I&ce- is- the  Cuban:  problem'.-'   Cuba  grows  only  8  to  10  percent 'of  the  rice 
that  the  people  of 'the- island  consume.' '  "And  rice  is  their  most' important  food,. 
Importers  used  to  get  most   of  their  rice  from  the  Ear  East.      Last  year  rice  from 
the  United  States  nearly  displaced  the  Oriental  supplies,     The  Cubans  also  "bought 
considerable  quantities  of  rice  for  the  first  time  from  Ecuador,,  the  Dominican 
Re-public  and  Mexico.       '     -:       ■•-  .......... 
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The  world  grew  less  cotton  last  year  than  in  1940,    the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture estimates.      The  •difference  was  about  2  million  bales.    .^United  States,    Egypt 
arid'.  Brazil  a3^'  grew -smaller  crops.--  ;'_/r  _"    , . 

And  speaking  of  cotton  — —  at  midnight  March  31  the   sign-up  period  came  to   a 
close  in  the  first  year  of  the  federal  cotton  crop  insurance.     An  incomplete .tally 
disclosed  that  inore  than  "171  thousand v-f arming  units  in  18   states,  are  now  protected 
against  crop  loss  from'  weevil^  weather  and  other  unavoidable  hazards  ;--  hazards^  that 
have  destroyed  as  much  as7  a'third'  '&£■-  the  ^rop  in  bad  years.'    More  f aiming  .units  are 
signed  up  for  the  first  y^ear  of : cotton  insurance  than  were  protected-  in  the  first 
year  of  wheat   cropyinsurance." 

-  0  - 

Canada  is-" conserving  supplxes  of  beef  and  veal 'for  home  use,  by  licensing  ex- 
ports.     Since  •larch  26  exports  of  beef  and  veal  have  been  prohibited  except  under 
license.      The   Canadian  authorities  have  not     announced  whether^ exports  of  live 
cattle  will  also  be  licensed^ 

Agricultural  Marketing  Administration  has-  suggested  that  expanded  production 
of  dry  edible  beans  in  1942  should  take  place  mainly  where  adequate  facilities  for 
handling,   prpc.es  sing  ..and  marketing,  already  exist.     In  1941  expanded  production  in 
some  areas  where;  bean  production ;i«- not  a  major  enterprise-  resulted  in  local  sur- 
pluses.    And  AI-IA  ;has, » just  announced,  a.  purchase  plan  to  provide  '  a' t-empPrary-  market 
in  those  areas.  '! .  •• .  ,       -?-i idv   !•  :..':■ 
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The  State  Agricultural  Extension  Services  report  that  650,000  new -4-H  Club 
members  enrolled  in  a  national-.- victory  program  during  4-H  Mobilization  Week,      '"ore 
than  900,000  farm- boys  and  rgirls,  in  clubs:  last  year  re- enrolled. 

* 
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ITov;  one  final  bit 'of  news—  about   chicks.      The  output  p-f  baby  chicks  in. 
April  will  be  the  largest,  on.  'recprd..     That's  the  gist  of- reports  that  have   come  to 
the  Department  from  representative  hatcheries  across  the  ■■  country.     The  numher  of 
eggs  set  "between 'April  1  and  April  15  was  18  percent   larger  than  during  the  same 
period  last  year.     And  April  lastly  ear  was  very,  little  .short  of  the  all-time  record, 
set'  in  April  1939. 

iMMMr 


if 


uy\Sr)\Ql''\Zj  KlWS  FROM  IHB  DEPAEE1EEI  OF  AGBI  CULTURE 

'■•'■- 
Broadcast  by  M.    L.   DuMars,    Radio   Service,    on  Wednesday,   August  5,    1942, 
in  the  Dopartmont  of  Agriculture's  portion  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
over,  stations  associated  with  the  31ue  2'ctwork.  j 
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At  an  office  in  Onawa,    Iowa,    a  letter  has   .just   cone  in.     A  man  picks  it  up 
and  roads  it.      It's  about   the   sane   letter  that    cones  regularly  from  the   sane 
person.      It   says,    in  effect,    "add  this  money  to  ny  future  paymont  fund. "     Che  man 
who   gets   the   letters  is  the    secretary-treasurer  of  the  Rational  Palm  Loan  Associa- 
tion of  Onawa,    and  the  nan  who   sends  thou  is  Ensign  Ralph  McAllister  of  the  U.S. 
Navy.     This  navy  flyer  is  also  a     farmer — a  young  I  ova  farmer  who  Owns  a  chunk  of 
the  America  he's  fighting  for.      It's   a  quarter   section  in  Monona  County  near 
Mapleton, 

When  Ensign  McAllister  joined  up  with  the  ITavy,    he   sold  his  err  for  $500  and 
put  it  in  his  future  payment  fund  to   take  care  of  his  payments  to   the  Federal  Land 
Bank,     At   that   tine  he   said  heyould   send   something  no  re   every  month.      And  he  has. 
Kis  future  payment  fund  now  totals  $835,    plus  interest. 

Ensign  McAllister  is  one  of  s&ay  farmers  who   are  putting  aside   rainy  day 
funds.  _    The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  just  totaled  up  the  amount  that  "borrowers 
have  deposited  in  the  Federal  Land  Banks   since  last  September.     And  that  total  is 
10  million  dollars.      The  Governor  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,   A.    G.   Black, 
says  this  shows  that  farmers  generally  see  the  value  of  putting  their  financial 
house  in  order  during  a  period  of  good  prices.     Besides  putting  money  into   future 
payment  funds,   borrowers  paid  off  last  year  about  129  million  dollars  on  principal 
of  land  bank  loans.     During  the  first   quarter  of  this  year,    the   land  bank  and 
commissioner  borrowers  paid  off  principal  at   the   rate  45  percent   greater  than   they 
did  in  the  first   quarter  of  1941.     More  than  half  of  the  money  they  paid  on 
principal  paid  up  loans  in  full  before   the   loans  matured. 

Paying  off  debts   -nd  putting  money  into   rainy  day  funds  for  payment  of 
mortgages  are  good  ways  of  putting  the  brakes  on  inflation.     And   that's   something 
we've  got   to   do. 

Another  thing  wo  have   to  do   is  take  good  care  of  all  the  products  our  land 
produces.     We  can'-t  afford  to   let  anything  waste  for  lack  of  storage — be  it   soybean 
flaxseed,    or  peanuts— whose  oils  arc   so   essential  -  or  wheat,    oats,    or  other  small 
grains  that  we  need  in  producing  food  for  freedom. 

We  began   the  present   crop  year  with  most   types  of  commercial   storage  nearly 
full.      The  department   estimates — and  this  is  a  conservative   estimate — that  we  need 
additional   storage   space  this  year  for  at   loast  400  million  bushels  of  farm     product* 
The  most   feasible  place   to    store   these  products  is  on  the   farm. 

In  the   South,    one  wartime  problem  that   farmers  arc  faced  with  is   that  fof 
protecting  their  cotton  against  insects  and  at   the   sane   tine  making  the   supplies 
of   calcium  arsenate  go   as  possible.     During  July  reports   from  cotton   states  indicat- 
ed  that   farmers  needed  to  keep  on  the   lookout   for  boll  weevil  cotton  leaf  worn  and 
bollwom. 
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In  11  States  weevils  were  present  in  numbers  great  enough,  to  do  a  lot  of  damage  in 
August  if  rains  cone  frequently.  However,  Department  entomolgists  advised  fanners 
not  to  apply  calcium  too   soon,    too  often,    or  in  larger  amounts  than  necessary. 

And  that  in  "brief  is  the  Department  of  Agriculture  news  up  to  noon  today. 
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